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Citizens For Florida‘s Waterways promotes the need for responsible use of Florida’s waterways.  Our primary 
objective is to encourage coexistence among recreational and commercial boaters, the marine industry, property 
owners and the environment.  Citizens for Florida’s Waterways advocates education in the safe and considerate 
use of watercraft with respect for the marine environment.

YOU CAN’T MAKE THIS STUFF UP

I had intended to try and write an informative article 
on the Derelict Boat Program since the subject keeps 
crossing our view – literally.  But a couple of more 
insidious items have recently occurred that I wanted 
to make sure our membership was aware.

The first is a proposed rule by FWC for seasonal 
closure of the river water INTAKE area at the FPL Cape 
Canaveral Energy Center (CCEC) at Port Saint John.  
“The FWC is seeking rule development to establish 
seasonal (November 15 – March 31) protections for 
manatees utilizing the Cape Canaveral Energy Center 
Interim Warm-Water Refuge in Brevard County. This 
rule item is scheduled to be considered by the FWC 
Commissioners at the upcoming Commission Meeting 
scheduled for September 28 and 29. If staff are given 
authorization to proceed with rule development, 
a Notice of Proposed Rule will be advertised and a 
public comment period will be held for 21 days.”

Due to the impending impact of IAN, the September 
FWC Commissioners Meeting for September 18-29 
was cancelled.  But, make no mistake.  This rule will 
be on the next meeting agenda and will be approved.  

There are just so many aspects of this action that 
indicate the disingenuous nature of the small group 
of individuals within the State (with support from 
some within the Fed) wildlife agency when it comes to 
dealing with the people of Brevard County.  
First and foremost, the Brevard County Commissioners 

twice unanimously resolved and requested a Brevard 
County-wide Manatee Rule review in 2006 and again 
in 2016.  In both of those instances, FWC responded 
that the “Brevard Rule was not scheduled for review 
at that time”.  But here in 2022, 16 years after the 
first resolution, FWC has no problem imposing a new 
restriction without any consideration of reviewing the 
rest of the Brevard County Rule.

Also, instead of wasting time and energy on this rule, 
the FWC and USFWS refuse to eliminate the problem 
that they themselves have created by demanding the 
artificial warm water output and perpetuated it long 
after it had any useful purpose.  The artificial warm 
water source at FPLs CCEC is thermal pollution by 
definition of the 1974 US Clean Water Act.
The agencies refuse to accept responsibility for the 
700 or so manatee deaths by starvation that can be 
directly attributed to attracting 1500 or so manatees 
to an artificial warm water source each winter where 
no natural food remains within reach of the warm 
water.
Of course, if the warm water source is eliminated 
there is the RISK that SOME manatees will not migrate 
farther south and MAY suffer from cold stress and 
potential death.  But, by luring the large number of 
manatees to the warm water where no natural food 
remains nearby, the entire HERD is at HIGH RISK of 
starvation.  We all know of the band-aid the agencies 
approved last winter – feed them tons of non-native 
romaine (but don’t let your grass clippings fall into the 
river).  Stop band-aiding the symptoms and fix the real 
problem – TURN OF THE HOT WATER.
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Please Mark Your Calendars!

CFFW is offering all members the option to receive all future newsletters by 

email instead of a hard copy by mail. 

If you wish to save your club money on printing and postage, please reply to 

info@cffw.org and we will add you to the email list for your newsletters!. 

You can view the same exact version 

online at CFFW.org and click on “newsletters” 

tab and the issue you would like to view.
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 » November 2:  District 2 Dredging Committee Meeting 
6:00 pm at Kiwanis Island, Merritt Island. Open to the public

 » November 7: Board of Directors Meetin 6:30 pm Lighthouse 
Christian Church on N. Banana River Dr. Open to the public.

 » November 17: Brevard Marine Advisory Council         
6:00 pm Viera Government Center, Bldg. C, 3rd Floor.        
Open to the public.

 » November 28: Board of Directors Meeting 6:30 pm 
Lighthouse Christian Church on N. Banana River Dr.           
Open to the public.

 » December 10: Cocoa Beach Christmas Boat Parade

 » December 15: Merritt Island Christmas Boat Parade 
Captains Party - Location TBD.

 » December 17: Merritt Island Christmas Boat Parade 
refer to their FB page for details.
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What makes this even more ridiculous – and maybe you already scratched your head when you read it- is that 
this new zone is at the river water INTAKE – NOT the power plant OUTPUT.  Why?  Because that is where the 
AUXILLIARY HEATERS remain after they were located during the CCEC conversion.  That’s right! If CCEC is not 
producing enough warm water to lure manatees to their death by starvation, they are mandated to power up 
heaters to do the job.  You can’t make this stuff up.

President’s Message
 Continued from Page 1

 
The second more insidious item that you need to be aware of is the NOAA Fisheries proposal to turn the 
near shore waters into a SLOW SPEED ZONE for RIGHT WHALES.  The text below is a quote from the 
agencies announcement from earlier this year.  Note that the driver for this drastic rule change affecting 
boat operations is the fact that in 2 1/2 years, FOUR lethal (defined as death AND serious injury) have 
occurred in US Waters.  But this new rule affects waters where NONE of these incidents even occurred.   
There are so many aspects of this proposal that are not only draconian, impacts to boater safety, 
questionable dates, why 35 ft vessel length, arbitrary 10kt speed (which is funny because FWC and 
USFWS have refused for decades to define an actual “SLOW” speed for manatees). There is no end to the 
lack of logic and sound science demonstrated by some members of our agencies. 

NOAA	Fisheries	is	proposing	changes	to	the	North	Atlantic	right	whale	vessel	speed	rule	to	
further	reduce	the	likelihood	of	lethal	vessel	collisions.	The	changes	would	broaden	the	spatial	
boundaries	and	timing	of	seasonal	speed	restriction	areas	along	the	U.S.	East	Coast.	They	
would	also	expand	mandatory	speed	restrictions	of	10	knots	or	less	to	include	most	vessels	
35–65	feet	in	length.	 
“Collisions	with	vessels	continue	to	impede	North	Atlantic	right	whale	recovery.	This	proposed	
action	is	necessary	to	stabilize	the	ongoing	right	whale	population	decline,	in	combination	
with	other	efforts	to	address	right	whale	entanglement	and	vessel	strikes	in	the	U.S.	and	
Canada,”	said	Janet	Coit,	Assistant	Administrator	for	NOAA	Fisheries.	

Proposed	changes	to	the	current	speed	rule	address	two	key	problems	impacting	right	whale	
recovery:		

The second more insidious item that you need to be aware of is the NOAA Fisheries proposal to turn the near shore 
waters into a SLOW SPEED ZONE for RIGHT WHALES.  The text below is a quote from the agencies announcement 
from earlier this year.  Note that the driver for this drastic rule change affecting boat operations is the fact that 
in 2 1/2 years, FOUR lethal (defined as death AND serious injury) have occurred in US Waters.  But this new rule 
affects waters where NONE of these 
incidents even occurred.

There are so many aspects of 
this proposal that are not only 
draconian, impacts to boater safety, 
questionable dates, why 35 ft vessel 
length, arbitrary 10kt speed (which 
is funny because FWC and USFWS 
have refused for decades to define an 
actual “SLOW” speed for manatees). 
There is no end to the lack of logic 
and sound science demonstrated by 
some members of our agencies.
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NOAA Fisheries is proposing changes to the North 
Atlantic right whale vessel speed rule to further reduce 
the likelihood of lethal vessel collisions. The changes 
would broaden the spatial boundaries and timing of 
seasonal speed restriction areas along the U.S. East 
Coast. They would also expand mandatory speed 
restrictions of 10 knots or less to include most vessels 
35–65 feet in length.
 
“Collisions with vessels continue to impede North 
Atlantic right whale recovery. This proposed action 
is necessary to stabilize the ongoing right whale 
population decline, in combination with other efforts 
to address right whale entanglement and vessel strikes 
in the U.S. and Canada,” said Janet Coit, Assistant 
Administrator for NOAA Fisheries.

Proposed changes to the current speed rule address 
two key problems impacting right whale recovery:
1. Misalignment between areas and times of high 

1. Misalignment	between	areas	and	times	of	high	vessel	strike	risk	and	current	Seasonal	
Management	Areas	spatial	and	temporal	bounds	
2. Lack	of	mandatory	speed	restriction	on	vessels	between	35	and	65	feet	in	length	that	
present	a	lethal	threat	to	right	whales	

During	the	past	two	and	a	half	years	alone	NOAA	Fisheries	has	documented	four	lethal	(death	
and	serious	injury)	right	whale	vessel	strike	events	in	U.S.	waters.	These	events	are	impeding	
the	species’	recovery	and	contributing	to	the	population's	decline.		

Additional	changes	to	the	speed	rule	include:	

 Creation	of	a	mandatory	Dynamic	Speed	Zone	program	establishing	temporary	10‐
knot	transit	zones	when	right	whales	are	detected	outside	designated	Seasonal	Speed	Zones	
 Updates	to	the	rule’s	safety	provisions,	allowing	vessels	to	exceed	the	10‐knot	
restriction	in	limited	circumstances” 	

	

For more information: https://www. isheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/rule-amend-north-atlantic-right-
whale-vessel-speed-regulations-open-comment 
 

vessel strike risk and current Seasonal Management 
Areas spatial and temporal bounds
2. Lack of mandatory speed restriction on vessels 
between 35 and 65 feet in length that present a lethal 
threat to right whales

During the past two and a half years alone NOAA 
Fisheries has documented four lethal (death and 
serious injury) right whale vessel strike events in 
U.S. waters. These events are impeding the species’ 
recovery and contributing to the population’s decline. 

Additional changes to the speed rule include:
• Creation of a mandatory Dynamic Speed Zone 
program establishing temporary 10-knot transit zones 
when right whales are detected outside designated 
Seasonal Speed Zones
• Updates to the rule’s safety provisions, allowing 
vessels to exceed the 10-knot restriction in limited 
circumstances” 

For more information: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/rule-amend-north-atlantic-right-whale-vessel-speed-
regulations-open-comment
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BoatUS: How to Recover Your Boat After a Hurricane

BoatUS Foundation Tests Your 
Emergency Beacon Knowledge

SPRINGFIELD, Va., Oct. 6, 2022 – With the remnants 
of Hurricane Ian heading off into the Atlantic, boat 
owners in Florida, Georgia, South and North Carolina 
are starting recovery efforts. To help those affected, 
Boat Owners Association of These United States 
(BoatUS) offers five tips to help recover recreational 
vessels and begin the salvage process.

“The goal for any boat owner is to try to prevent 
further damage if possible,” said BoatUS vice president 
of public affairs Scott Croft. “That will help potentially 
lessen repairs and get you back on the water sooner.”

1. Get permission first. Never try to enter a storm-
affected marina or boat storage facility without it. 
Bring proof of ownership. Spilled fuel combined with 
the potential of downed electrical wires and a host of 
other hazards make them extremely dangerous places. 
Don’t even think of smoking. Stay off docks until it is 
safe to do so and never climb in or on boats that have 
piled up together or are dangling precariously from 
dock pilings or other obstructions.
 
2. Remove valuables. If your boat has washed ashore, 
remove as much equipment as possible and move it 
to a safe place to protect it from looters and vandals. 
It’s a good idea to put your name, telephone number, 
address and email somewhere conspicuously on the 
boat – along with a “No Trespassing” sign.
 
3.Minimize further damage. Protect your boat from 
further water damage resulting from exposure to the 
weather. This could include covering it with a tarp or 
boarding up broken windows or hatches. As soon as 
possible, start drying out the boat, either by taking 
advantage of sunny weather or using electric air 
handlers. All wet materials, such as cushions, must be 
removed and saved for a potential insurance claim. 
The storm may be gone, but the clock is ticking on 
mold growth.

4.“Pickle” wet machinery. Engines and other 

machinery that were submerged or have gotten wet 
should be “pickled” by flushing with freshwater and 
then filled with diesel fuel or kerosene. Here’s how.
 
5.Consult your insurance provider. If your boat is sunk 
or must be moved by a salvage company, BoatUS 
recommends that boat owners should not sign any 
salvage or wreck-removal contract without first getting 
approval from their insurance company. Proceeding 
without your insurer’s knowledge and approval may 
jeopardize your coverage.

ANNAPOLIS, Md., 2022 – The proliferation of personal 
locator beacons (PLBs), whose diminutive size belie 
their enormous on-water safety advantage, are no 
longer thought of as exotic rescue electronics. “PLBs 
are user-friendly and easy to maintain, and we are 
seeing more boaters using them as a mainstream 
rescue device,” said BoatUS Foundation for Boating 
Safety and Clean Water Assistant Director of Boating 
Safety Ted Sensenbrenner.

However, do recreational boaters fully understand the 
difference between a PLB and its larger cousin, the 
Emergency Position Indicating Rescue Beacon (EPIRB)?
Here is a four-question true-false safety quiz to help 
boaters understand the benefits of each.



PAGE 6 CFFW - SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2022

BoatUS Foundation Tests Your Emergency Beacon Knowledge
Take this 4-question true-false quiz; rental beacons available

Continued from Page 5



1. True or false? It’s OK to use a PLB 
instead of an EPIRB for your boat.

False. “A PLB doesn’t check all of the boxes,” 
says Sensenbrenner. “Some boaters believe 
they can substitute a PLB for a vessel-specific 
EPIRB and have similar safety benefits. That is 
a mistake.”

A PLB is designed to be small and easy-to-wear, 
and it has smaller batteries with a shorter 
lifespan compared to an EPIRB. Perhaps, most 
significantly, only EPIRBs activate automatically 
upon submersion. The best setup for heading 
into a remote end of the lake or to the wild 
end of the coast is having a EPIRB assigned 
to the boat, and individual PLBs for each 
crewmember.

2. True or false? The best place to attach 
a PLB is your pant belt loop, foul weather 
jacket breast pocket, or zippered pouch in a 
life jacket.

True. To get the full benefit of a PLB, it must be 
securely attached to the wearer’s body. All of 
these attachment points are good as long as 
there is a firm connection – a clip, snap-ring, 
lanyard or other securing device. If you decide 
to connect it to an inflatable life jacket, ensure 
the PLB will not interfere with its inflation.

3. True or false? Cellphone 
communications have improved so much 
that a boater doesn’t need a PLB to summon 
emergency help.

False. While cellphones are an acceptable 
secondary means of calling the Coast Guard, 
more boaters unfortunately use them today 
as their only way to seek emergency help. 
That’s where the problems begin, especially 
when there is no working VHF radio aboard. 
Cellphones fail for a variety of reasons that a 
PLB won’t. Unlike a cellphone, an accidental 
drop overboard, a dying or dead battery, or a 
lack of a nearby cell tower will not negatively 
affect your chances for rescue.

4. True or false? For PWC’s (personal 
watercraft such as jet skis), a PLB is a better 
choice than an EPIRB.

True. That’s because PLB’s, unlike EPIRB’s, are 
manually activated and do not activate upon 
getting wet, a common occurrence while 
riding personal watercraft. PLB’s are also a 
great choice for paddle craft operators and 
adventurers.

The cost of a PLB starts at around $300. For 
boaters who have a temporary need for a 
distress beacon such as a long-distance race, 
adventure regatta, offshore fishing tournament 
or summer cruise, the BoatUS Foundation 
offers GPS-enabled PLBs available for rent at 
$7 a day and EPIRBs for just $10 a day, and 
weekly rates available as well. Renting from 
the Foundation eliminates having to register 
the device with NOAA before your trip; your 
vessel’s data is seamlessly provided to U.S. 
Coast Guard rescuers to help ensure a swift 
response if needed.
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CFFW Member Recognition __________
Diamond Level ($100 per year)

Gold Level ($50 per year):

Mandatory Equipment
For Your Boat:

A CFFW Family
Membership!

If you own a boat or live by the water, 
you can’t afford not to join

Citizens For Florida’s Waterways!

 $25 Silver Family  $100 Diamond Family
 $50 Gold Family  $500 Platinum Family
 Donation ($_____)

__________  __________ 
Date   Check

___________________________
Credit Card #

___________________________
Exp. Date

___________________________
Name

___________________________
Address

___________________________
City

__________  __________
State   Zip

___________________________
Phone

___________________________
Email

___________________________
Company

Join by Check OR Credit Card!

Clip and mail to:
Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
PO Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL
32954-1712
info@cffw.org

Or join with your
credit card on our
secure web site at cffw.org

CFFW is a 501(c)4 organization. Donations and 
membership dues are not tax-deductable.



CFFW members are entitled to a full Membership 
in Boat US for  50% off the regular annual dues!
Please use discount code GA84884B to receive 
your discounted membership.

BoatUS and BoatUS ANGLER Member benefits
include Member Rewards at West Marine stores,
discounts at marinas nationwide on fuel, repairs,
and overnight slips, on-the-water Towing
Services, highly-respected Marine Insurance, a
subscription to or

.
BoatUS Magazine BoatUS

ANGLER

Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
Post Office Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL 32954-1712

Is it time to renew your membership? 
Please note your membership is valid thruvalid thru:

If you’re not a member... please join.
Your membership dues provide the financial support 

needed to save family boating from the
million-dollar enviro-businesses.

Please join online at cffw.org
or by mailing the enclosed membership form.

Get the Good Stuff for your trailer & tow vehicle 
Locally-owned locations in 

Cocoa, Merritt Island, Melbourne & Palm Bay  
napaonline.com 

Dan Dvorak, Owner, Past CFFW President 


