
President’s Message

Established 1994
Volume 28 – Issue 1     January/February 2021

Citizens For Florida‘s Waterways promotes the need for responsible use of Florida’s waterways.  Our primary 
objective is to encourage coexistence among recreational and commercial boaters, the marine industry, property 
owners and the environment.  Citizens for Florida’s Waterways advocates education in the safe and considerate 
use of watercraft with respect for the marine environment.

“Corona. No lime! – ‘Cause fruit doesn’t belong in beer” – RP

This is not an easy article for me to write this month.  Ron Pritchard, a good friend and 
CFFW Past President cast off on his final voyage last week.  Ron was passionate about 
government’s role in everyday life and he committed to a long list of community service 
activities including election as Brevard County Commissioner, District 2 in 2002.  

I had the pleasure of working closely with Ron, Tom Mcgill, Dan Dvorak and Russell 
Gentille for a couple of years just prior to his term as commissioner.  We researched, 
developed and presented a significant courtroom challenge to the State’s proposed 
extensive manatee protection zones here in Brevard County.  Ultimately, the State, really 
the Save the Manatee Club, prevailed and the resulting impact to boating in Brevard is 
painfully still obvious.  Standing for reasonable government regulation of the waterways 
is the basis for CFFW since 1994.  That is what attracted Ron to us and his energy and 
approach helped shape who we are as an organization today.  We will miss Ron.

Time marches on.  Life is short.  Those are not cliches.  They are words to live by.  This 
has been a rough year for each of us.  Thankfully, we are among those with a passion 
for the water and as such we have had access to activities that have been relatively 
unaffected by the elephant sitting on the world.  In fact, many newcomers have seen our 
lifestyle and taken the dive.  As I stated last month, new and used boat sales are at record 
highs and many manufacturers are unable to keep up with demand for popular models 
with the 2021 build “sold out” and new orders now being place for 2022 production.  

Can’t you feel ‘spring’ in the air.  There have been quite a few cooler days over the last 
few weeks but it really isn’t fair to call them “cold” is it?  I’m a midwest transplant, but 
even after nearly 60 years in the sunshine, I think about how much our “winter” days 
remind me of some of the summer days of my youth.  

One of the easy reminders of the lead-up to summer is the annual preparation that your 
CFFW Board Of Directors is doing to prepare for our 24th Annual CFFW Marine Flea 
Market. 
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Please Mark Your Calendars!

CFFW is offering all members the option to receive all future newsletters by 

email instead of a hard copy by mail. 

If you wish to save your club money on printing and postage, please reply to 

info@cffw.org and we will add you to the email list for your newsletters!. 

You can view the same exact version online at CFFW.org and click on 

“newsletters” tab and the issue you would like 

to view.
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Newsletter Delivery Mode
E-Newsletters Now Available



 » February 18: Brevard Marine Advisory Council 6:00 pm Viera 
Government Center, Bldg. C, 3rd Floor. Open to the public.

 » March 1: Board of Directors Meeting 6:30 pm Lighthouse Christian 
Church on N. Banana River Dr.Open to the public

 » March 3: District 2 Dredging Committee Meeting. 6:00 pm at Kiwanis 
Island, Merritt Island. Open to the public.

 » March 18: Brevard Marine Advisory Council. 6:00 pm Viera 
Government Center, Bldg. C, 3rd Floor. Open to the public.

 » March 27-28: CFFW 24 Annual Marine Flea Market- Harbor Town 
Marina Merritt Island. 

 » March 29: Board of Directors Meeting. 6:30 pm Lighthouse Christian 
Church on N. Banana River Dr. Open to the public
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Improving Lagoon Water with Bottle Caps
Ryan Randall November 6, 2020

Bottle caps may serve a key role in 
preventing spills from plastic bottles, but 
when it comes to recycling, they get no 
respect. They are often discarded as 
recycling plants don’t have a use for them.

Novel research now underway at Florida 
Tech may lead to a new, important future for 
these underappreciated bits of 
plastic – with the Indian River 
Lagoon as the beneficiary.

Ocean engineering and 
marine sciences assistant 
professor Austin Fox and 
graduate oceanography 
student Abbey Gering are 
working on an Indian River 
Lagoon water treatment that 
will feature mesh bags filled 
with bottle caps. The bags will 

be placed in strategic locations within the 
lagoon to allow “good” bacteria to grow on 
them. These good bacteria can convert and 
remove excess nitrogen from the lagoon 
through a process called denitrification, 
helping clean the water and contributing 

This year’s event is the weekend of March 27 and 28.  After the last-minute cancellation 
of last year’s event, our returning and new vendors have signed up early and are anxious 
to be at Harbortown Marina on Merritt Island for our very popular event.

It takes a significant amount of time and effort to make this event a success.  
Kelly Haugh will be making her annual request for a few hours of relatively easy 
volunteer help for which we will extend our CFFW Membership for the next year in 
return.  Please consider lending a hand for a few hours.  You know you’re going to 
come by to shop for bargains anyway.  It’s the perfect place and time to pick up that 
nautical item for the home, the boat, on the water or to wear.

GOOD NEWS – I was out on the Banana side a couple of days ago and the water looked 
like water again.  SO - Let’s get those boats wet and get out there on the water.
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The project has had the fringe benefit of 
strengthening community connections. In 
addition to reaching out to students about 
gathering and providing bottle caps, the 
team is working with businesses such as 
the Brevard Zoo and local coffee shops to 
collect the plastic tops. Civic engagement 
has also allowed for an opportunity to 
increase awareness.

“You can keep track of how much 
plastic you’re using because once you start 
collecting it, you start realizing how many 
bottle caps you use daily,” Gering said. “It’s 
a good way to get the community more 
aware of their use, while also reusing it for 
something that may help water quality.”

The bottle caps are part of a multifaced 
effort at Florida Tech to help improve the 
water quality and health of the Indian River 
Lagoon, but the work done here could have 
an impact worldwide.

“Coastal water quality is one of the 
most ubiquitous problems of coastal areas 
around the globe,” Fox said. “We like to 
look at the lagoon as this microcosm where 
we can study these global processes, and 
it’s easy to access and has a huge variety 
of environments. We can study here how 
something like these bottle caps might work, 
and that data can be applied elsewhere.”

For more information or to donate caps, 
contact Abbey Gering at geringa2016@
my.fit.edu.

to the prevention of harmful algal blooms. 
The bags can be moved to other parts of 
the lagoon, with the accumulated bacteria 
helping improve water quality in whatever 
areas they are needed.

“We’re trying to take this product and give 
it a second life to do something beneficial for 
the environment,” Fox said.

This doesn’t mean that tossing your bottle 
caps into the lagoon will lead to cleaner water, 
Fox and Gering said. The cap-filled bags 
will work best in ideal conditions, where the 
bacteria would thrive with an abundance of 
nitrogen and just the right amount of oxygen, 
leading to biochemical reactions that would 
in turn lead to improved water quality.

This project stemmed from testing if 
adding oxygen to the lagoon would improve 
water quality. While there were promising 
results with aeration, Fox felt like the results 
could be better if they had the right bacterial 
communities. This is because the degraded 
lagoon sediment where the water-cleaning 
bacteria would grow was not ideal for those 
types of organisms. It was then that Fox 
examined whether they could develop a 
place for the bacteria to live, which led to 
Gering using bioballs –plastic balls used in 
home aquariums – to provide a place for 
that growth. Those healthy bacteria helped 
to get rid of the nitrogen, but Fox and Gering 
wanted to find a sustainable and cost-
effective way to carry this finding forward.

Enter the bottle caps.

Improving Lagoon Water with Bottle Caps
Continued from Page 3
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Volunteers Needed

It’s time for the 24th Annual CFFW Marine Flea Market on March 27 & 28
and CFFW needs your help.

If you are interested in volunteering your time to help set-up, tear-down
or work the event, please contact Kelly Haugh at 321-543-6970.

Please leave a message with your name and phone number and she will contact you.

 Volunteer for at least 4 hours and receive a
 full year extension on your CFFW Membership!

CFFW welcomes your input to the annual fundraising event! This event has become 
known around the state for it’s great vendor participation and shopping opportunity. 

CFFW has been making it happen for 24 years and we could really use some 
additional help with this event. A few hours of your time during this weekend event 

would be greatly appreciated, and you might even meet some new friends
or see old ones that you have been missing.

If you have a business or you have marine related items for sale and would like to have 
a booth at the Flea Market, please contact Kelly Haugh at 321-543-6970 or go to the 

CFFW website at www.cffw.org/fleamarket where you can
download the information necessary.

We also have posters available. If you have a business and would like one for display, 
please call Sandy Reynolds at 321-543-7532 to arrange for pick up.
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CFFW 24th Annual
Marine Flea Market

March 27th & 28th, 2021
8:00 am - 4:00 pm

For More Information, Please Contact: Kelly Haugh
(321) 543-6970 or email: cffwcovergirl@gmail.com

FREE ADMISSION - FREE PARKING!
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
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Skip & Ruth Bateman
Vincent Barro
Helen & William Bennett
Harold D. Casleton
Don & Annette Doerr
Glen & Sherry DeJong
Scott Ellis
John .C. Farley
Derek Ferguson
Ed French
Joe Fust
Gus & Bobbie Gostel
Tad Jackson
John & Elizabeth Picardi
Robert Rusk
Brian & Angela O”Neal
Gary & Debra Sawicki

Bob & Sherry Atkins
Ben Blythe
Jack & Karen Dignan
Charles & Susan Frazier
Gary & Kelly Haugh
Keith & Tamasine Houston
Doug Jaren
Troy & Genese Launay
George & Majel Legters
Mike & Kris Moehle
Tom Mott
Don Nesbitt/Waterfront Solutions
Jim & Ann O’Malley
Paul & Tammarra Mycoskie

Cloud & Frances Pawtowski
Ron & Donna Pritchard
Chuck & Susan Reed
Sandy Reynolds
Richard Sproc
Wayne & Pat Stratford
Robin & Kathy Turner
Debra Warner
Willie & Peggy Wehrman
Bill & Eileen Wetzel
Robert Wille
Gerd Zeiler
Dave & Bonnie Zimmerman

CFFW Member Recognition __________

Diamond Level ($100 per year)

Gold Level ($50 per year):

New Member:

Mandatory Equipment
For Your Boat:

A CFFW Family
Membership!

If you own a boat or live by the water, 
you can’t afford not to join

Citizens For Florida’s Waterways!

 $25 Silver Family  $100 Diamond Family
 $50 Gold Family  $500 Platinum Family
 Donation ($_____)

__________  __________ 
Date   Check

___________________________
Credit Card #

___________________________
Exp. Date

___________________________
Name

___________________________
Address

___________________________
City

__________  __________
State   Zip

___________________________
Phone

___________________________
Email

___________________________
Company

Join by Check OR Credit Card!

Clip and mail to:
Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
PO Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL
32954-1712
info@cffw.org

Or join with your
credit card on our
secure web site at cffw.org

CFFW is a 501(c)4 organization. Donations and 
membership dues are not tax-deductable.

Lyle Hayes/Merritt Island

Orson Tarver
Jim & Pam Urick
Jess H. Yates, DMD



Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
Post Office Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL 32954-1712

Is it time to renew your membership? 
Please note your membership is valid thruvalid thru:

If you’re not a member... please join.
Your membership dues provide the financial support 

needed to save family boating from the
million-dollar enviro-businesses.

Please join online at cffw.org
or by mailing the enclosed membership form.

Get the Good Stuff for your trailer & tow vehicle 
Locally-owned locations in 

Cocoa, Merritt Island, Melbourne & Palm Bay  
napaonline.com 

Dan Dvorak, Owner, Past CFFW President 

CFFW members are entitled to a full Membership 
in Boat US for  50% off the regular annual dues!
Please use discount code GA84884B to receive 
your discounted membership.

BoatUS and BoatUS ANGLER Member benefits
include Member Rewards at West Marine stores,
discounts at marinas nationwide on fuel, repairs,
and overnight slips, on-the-water Towing
Services, highly-respected Marine Insurance, a
subscription to or

.
BoatUS Magazine BoatUS

ANGLER


