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Citizens For Florida’s Waterways promotes the need for responsible use of Florida’s
waterways. Our primary objective is to encourage coexistence among recreational and
commercial boaters, the marine industry, property owners and the environment. Citizens For
Florida’s Waterways advocates education in the safe and considerate use of watercraft with
respect for our marine environment and conservation.

When Will our Boat Ramps be Restored?
Almost a year ago now Hurricane Irma made landfall at Cudjoe Key on September 10, 2017
and two days later had cut a devastating swath through the entire peninsula of Florida.
Though not a direct hit here in Brevard, the damage was significant. Take a ride along the
riverfronts today and the impact is still highly visible. Conservatively, 7 in 10 docks and
boathouses have not been replaced or repaired and many remain in complete ruins. The
reasons are varied and include financial issues and limited marine contractors available
to perform the work. The most concerning reason for many of the ruins is being forced to
navigate an onerous permitting process.
In addition to the state of private dockage, several public facilities remain closed or only
partially usable. This includes some of the more popular boat ramps. After communicating
with the County Manager’s Office (thanks to Liz Alward in Commissioner Barfield’s Office),
I was deeply concerned about the state of several ramps and the extended time projected
into next year before the rebuild process is completed and the ramps are open again. At
first glance, it seemed that boat access to the IRL had been almost eliminated. Clearly, here
in Central Brevard, we have seen a significant loss of access. Recently, Lee Wenner has
reopened and although there are no docks at Bicentennial and Kiwanis Island ramps, the
ramps themselves can be used. We will continue to monitor the progress.
On a recent Sunday I set out on a 3-hour drive throughout the county to assess the current
status of the boat ramps servicing the IRL with the intent to write how badly we boaters are
being accommodated. What I found was an abundance of good ramps that I never knew
existed. And, like Kelly Park on East Merritt Island, some of these ramps are in park like
settings. Yes there are ramps that remain closed and some that are only partially functional,
but there are some good alternatives and if you are a trailer boater, new ramps mean new
areas to enjoy. Additionally, the apparent clarity of the water differs greatly on almost a
weekly basis from Titusville to Grant, so maybe you can use a different ramp than normal and
find a bit more enjoyable water and area to explore. Here is a summary of my observations.
For a highly informative listing of these and more coastal boat ramps here in Brevard, go to:
http://www.saltchef.com/catch_fish/FL/Brevard/boat_ramps.html
... (Continued on Page 3)
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»» September 5: District 2 Dredging Committee Meeting 6:00

pm Karen Rood Bldg (near the boat ramp) at Kiwanis Island, Merritt Island.
Open to the public

»» September 10: Board of Directors Meeting 6:30 pm Lighthouse Christian

Church on N. Banana River Dr. Open to the public.

»» September 20: Brevard Marine Advisory Council 6:00 pm Viera

Government Center, Bldg. C, 2nd Floor.

»» October 1: Board of Directors Meeting 6:30 pm Lighthouse Christian

Church on N. Banana River Dr. Open to the public.

»» October 3: District 2 Dredging Committee Meeting 6:00 pm Karen Rood

Bldg (near the boat ramp) at Kiwanis Island, Merritt Island. Open to the
public.

»» October 18: Brevard Marine Advisory Council 6:00 pm Viera Government

Center, Bldg. C, 2nd Floor.

»» December 15: Merritt Island Christmas Boat Parade-stay tuned for more

details.

Board of Directors
Gary Haugh
Sandy Reynolds
Robin Turner
David Zimmerman

Membership
Sandy Reynolds
sreynolds@cffw.org

Government Liason

Newsletter Delivery Mode
E-Newsletters Now Available

CFFW is offering all members the option to receive all
future newsletters by email instead of a hard copy by mail.
If you wish to save your club money on printing and postage,
please reply to info@cffw.org and we will add you to the email
list for your newsletters!.
You can view the same exact version online at CFFW.org

Steven Webster

and click on “newsletters” tab and

swebster@cffw.org

the issue you would like to view. 
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President’s Message
(Continued from Page 1)

Ramp Name

Location

Waterway

Condition

Parrish Park

SR 405 Causeway,
Titusville
US 1, Port St John

Indian River

Partially OPEN

End of Mullet Dr

Port Canaveral
Port Canaveral

OPEN

Port St John

Port Canaveral
East
Port Canaveral
West
Kelly Park
Kiwanis Island

BiCenntenial
Ramp
Lee Wenner Park
Pineda Landing
Eau Gallie
Causeway
Ballard Park

Front Street Park
Goode Park

Christensen’s
Landing
Jorgensen’s
Landing
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Near Jetty Park

N Banana River
Dr. at SR 528
Kiwanis Island
Park, Merritt
Island
SR 520 Causeway
Cocoa Village
US 1 at Pineda
Causeway

Eau Gallie
Causeway
Thomas Barbour
Dr., Melbourne
West End of
Melbourne
Causeway
NE Bianca Dr.,
Palm Bay
US 1 Grant
US1 Grant

Indian River

Banana River
Sykes Creek

Banana River
Indian River
Indian River

CLOSED
OPEN
OPEN

Partially OPEN
Partially OPEN
OPEN
CLOSED

Indian River

OPEN

Indian River

OPEN

Eau Gallie River

No Usable
Dockage
No Usable
Dockage

Dredge and
construction
visible

OPEN

Turkey Creek

OPEN

Indian River

OPEN

Indian River

Additional
Comments
1 of 3 dual lane
ramps is usable
No evidence of
construction

OPEN

2 of 3 docks
usable
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5 Mistakes That Can Cost Boaters

Lessons learned from cases taken out of the BoatUS
Consumer Protection Dispute Resolution Program files
ALEXANDRIA, Va., July 5, 2018 – For the past
28 years, the Boat Owners Association of The United
States (BoatUS) Consumer Protection Dispute
Resolution Program has gone to bat thousands of
times for BoatUS members seeking help after disputes
arise with boat purchases, repairs, or other service
issues. This free service offered to BoatUS members
often gets successful resolutions for these types of
consumer issues. Here are some mistakes BoatUS
has identified that can help any boat owner avoid a
dispute with a service provider or with a boat purchase
this summer.
Not using a purchase contract.
When a
BoatUS member found out that a battery and other
equipment had been removed from the sailboat he had
purchased, he called BoatUS Consumer Protection.
Unfortunately the member did not have a purchase
contract that spelled out the price, listed included
equipment, and was signed by both parties. This was
an expensive lesson because the battery and other
equipment accounted for about half of the purchase
price of the boat
Not sea-trialing the boat after repairs are made.
A BoatUS member purchased a used powerboat that
was found to have a cracked engine head. The sales
contract said the engine had to be working, so repairs
were made and the dealer verified with a compression
test to ensure everything was fine. It wasn’t. After
paying for the boat, the engine promptly blew a hole in
the side of the block. The dealer balked at offering a
used engine replacement because the contract stated
“as-is” condition. Lesson: Don’t accept the boat until all
repairs have been made and verified with a sea-trial,
and be sure to spell out contingencies in the contract
Not allowing a shop to attempt to honor its
warranty. After a BoatUS member’s inboard engine
quit on a Memorial Day trip, he decided to seek out
a repair shop on Craigslist in order to get back on

the water as quickly as possible. After he got the
boat back from a shop he’d found, the engine was
still not working, so the member lost confidence
and took it to another shop to fix it, which it did
satisfactorily. But when the member went back to the
first shop to seek warranty reimbursement, it refused.
Lesson: Warranty law allows a shop to be given the
opportunity to correct the problem. Don’t expect a
shop to give up this right, even if you are in a hurry.
Not verifying the paperwork was sent. A
BoatUS member bought a ski boat with several years
remaining on a 5-year manufacturer warranty that the
seller said transferred with the boat. Shortly thereafter,
the boat had a catastrophic engine failure due to a
failed pump. Unfortunately, the seller neglected to
transfer the warranty to the member, and the $10,000
engine replacement was not covered. Lesson: Some
warranties have specific transfer procedures that
must be followed, including paying a fee, paperwork
that must be signed and delivered, and sometimes
even a maintenance check by a qualified shop. Add a
sales contingency to the sales contract that addresses
the successful transfer of the original warranty
Not letting the shop be involved in the diagnosis.
When a small diesel engine was having starting issues,
a repair shop told a BoatUS member that water was
found in the cylinders. Instead of allowing the shop
to investigate further and fix the engine, the member
bought a new engine to have the shop install. However,
the new engine was just the block, so the shop had to
install the old starter, alternator and intake and exhaust
manifolds to complete the job. After installation, water
was soon found in the new engine’s cylinders. The
shop advised the member the warranty was only on
the new base engine, and not the old manifolds that
leaked in the engine.
... (Continued on Page 5)
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This ad will appear at the classification of:
South Tropical Trail FL

with in Home Date 05/2013

5 Mistakes That Can Cost Boaters

Date: January 28, 2013 Acct# A1Y9RT Sales Rep: HILLMAN, MARISSA E Size: HCN Ad Id: ADEUM

(Continued from Page 4)
Lesson: By telling a shop that the engine simply
has starting issues, for example, a successful fix
by the shop will come with a warranty on the work.
However, telling the shop what parts to replace implies
no warranty to the initial problem – the shop is just
following your orders. For major work especially, let
the shop do their job and recommend the repair.

Boat Safe Reimbursement Program
CFFW promotes the need for responsible
use of Florida waterways.
Our primary objective is to encourage
coexistence
among
recreational
and
commercial boaters, the marine industry,
property owners, and the environment.
CFFW advocates education in the safe and
considerate use of watercraft with respect for
our marine environment and conservation. I f
you would like to receive reimbursement for
the class fees charged by the Coast Guard
Auxiliary or the Cocoa Beach Power Squadron,
you can contact a CFFW Board member and
present your certificate of completion, and
receive your reimbursement.
CFFW funds are limited, but at this time we
should be able to accommodate a relatively
large class. Because we do have a finite
amount of money, it is on a first come, first
served basis.
You can visit our website at www.cffw.org
for more info.
You may also contact Kelly Haugh CFFW
V.P. at 321-543-6970 for more information.
Enjoy safe boating!

PEACE OF MIND
ON OR OFF THE WATER

Coverage for your Home, Boat, Auto, Motorcycle, RV
and Commercial Business Policies.
BEST prices with COMPLETE coverage.
For fast and friendly quotes call

1-800-959-3313

ADEUMDNLM 25-Jan-2013 11:05

www.GoAtlassInsurance.com

2019 CFFW Board
of Directors Slate

Corresponding Listing Information:

If you require a change, please contact your sales representative
or call Yellow Book Customer Service at 1-800-891-1899.

All CFFW
Members are eligible and encouragedAADEUMB2
SIGNATURE: __________________________
DUPLICATE PROO
to vote. Please turn in your ballot at the 2019 CFFW
Please Note: Print quality may vary from final product.
annual meeting in October.
Alternately, you may mail in this ballot to:
CFFW
P.O. Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL 32954-1712
Write-ins are encouraged.
Nominations from the floor during the October meeting
are encouraged.

YOUR INVOLVEMENT ON THE BOARD
IS ENCOURAGED!
2019 BALLOT
The ballot includes 8 Candidates. You may vote for up
to 11 Candidates, which means you are encouraged
to write-in at least one name.
... (Continued on Page 6)
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P.O. Box 541712
Alternately,
you
mail in this ballot to:
Merritt
Island,
FLmay
32954-1712
CFFW
P.O. Box 541712
Write-ins
are encouraged.
cases, boats are safer out of the water in hurricane
Merritt Island, FL 32954-1712
Nominations
from the
floor during
the October meeting areconditions.
encouraged.
2019
CFFW
Board
When a hurricane watch is issued,
YOUR INVOLVEMENT ON THE BOARD IS ENCOURAGED!
Write-ins are
encouraged.
BoatU.S. recommends that, if at all possible, you load
of Directors Slate
Nominations from the floor during the October meeting are encouraged.
your boat on its trailer and move it inland or have
2019
BALLOT
YOUR INVOLVEMENT
ONfrom
THE BOARD
IS
(Continued
Page
5)ENCOURAGED!
boat hauled
Whatever
The ballot includes 8 Candidates. You may vote for up to 11your
Candidates,
whichout.
means
you your current plan,
there
are
five
steps
you
should
take before the next
are encouraged to write-in at least one
name.
2018
BALLOT
Standing For Re-Election:
hurricane warning
to give
The ballot includes 8 Candidates. You may vote for up to 11 Candidates,
which means
youyour boat the best chance
of
making
it
through
the
storm and to protect yourself
are encouraged
to write-in
at least one name.
Check
the  next
to the candidates
Standing For Re-Election: Check the  next to the candidates
if it doesn’t.

Bob Atkins
President
Standing For Re-Election:
Kelly Haugh
Check the Vice
nextPresident
to the candidatesFind a safe place to store your boat when a hurricane
threatens. Hurricanes pack wind speeds of 70 to

Bob Atkins
Peggy
Wehrman President
Secretary
Kelly Haugh
Vice
President

Karen
Dignan
Treasurer
130 mph; winds in excess of 200 mph have been
PeggyHaugh
Wehrman Secretary

Gary
Director
recorded. But strong winds are not the only risk
Karen Dignan
Treasurer

Dave
Director
to think about when storing your boat in a tropical

Gary Haugh
Director
Zimmerman
storm. Hurricanes can create destructive waves when
Dave Reynolds Director

Sandy
Director
blowing over open water for less than a quarter-mile.
Zimmerman

Robin
Turner
Director
6 to 12 inches of rainfall in 24 hours is normal, and 24

Sandy Reynolds Director
Write-Ins:
You
may
write
in
as
many
candidates
inches in 24 hours have been recorded. You should

Director
Write-Ins: You mayRobin
writeTurner
in as many
candidates as you wish. Please include their name
as
you wish. Please
include
their
name and
consider looking for another place to keep your boat
and phone number. If elected, write-ins may decline the honor.
Write-Ins:
You may
write in as
many candidates
as you wish.
include
name
phone
number.
If elected,
write-ins
may decline
in aPlease
tropical
stormtheir
if your
current location does not
and
phone
number.
If
elected,
write-ins
may
decline
the
honor.
have any natural protection from the wind, is exposed
the honor.
to open water in any direction, or could be prone to
Name
Phone
flooding.
Name
Phone

Tips for Protecting Boats
in Hurricanes
HURRICANE WATCH:
Sustained winds of 74 mph or higher are possible
within the forecast area; issued 48 hours in advance
of the predicted onset of tropical storm-force winds.

HURRICANE WARNING:
Sustained winds of 74 mph or higher are expected
within the forecast area; issued 36 hours in advance
of the predicted onset of tropical storm-force winds.
What can you do to increase the odds of your boat
surviving a hurricane? Quite a bit, actually. After
every hurricane starting with Alicia in 1983, Boat
Owners Association of the United States (BoatU.S.)
has been evaluating what worked and what didn’t
and sharing those lessons with boaters. The
BoatU.S. Insurance claim files show that in most
PAGE 6

But, as Superstorm Sandy so clearly demonstrated,
the biggest danger comes from storm surge, extreme
high water levels that can be 10 feet or more above
the highest high tide. NOAA’s Sea, Lake, and
Overland Surges from Hurricanes (SLOSH) model
lets you look at the highest water level recorded in
your area from storm surges in past storms. You
can use the maximum surge height to evaluate
how secure your boat would be in a hurricane. If
your boat’s on a floating dock, are the pilings high
enough? Or would the surge float the docks off the
pilings? If the marina is protected by a seawall, would
water come over it? How high would the water be
in the hardstand area, high enough to lift your boat
off its jackstands? Would there be waves where
boats are stored ashore? If you’re not happy with the
answers, try to find another place to keep your boat
during a storm.

Determine where to get the most accurate
forecasts for wind and surge. Once a storm is
approaching, your exact preparations will depend
upon the forecast for wind and surge in your area.
The National Hurricane Center provides the most
complete and current information on potential wind
... (Continued on Page 7)
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Tips for Protecting Boats in Hurricanes
(Continued from Page 6)
speeds and probable tracks. The National Weather
Service’s Probabilistic Hurricane Inundation Surge
Height (PHISH) model forecasts surge heights when
a hurricane is threatening an area. Sign up now to
get hurricane alerts sent directly to your inbox from
the BoatU.S. Hurricane Center (www.BoatUS.com/
hurricanes).
If you keep your boat in a marina, get a copy of
your marina’s hurricane plan and review it carefully.
You need to understand your obligations, and theirs.
Check your insurance policy for hurricane haulout,
salvage, wreck removal, and fuel-spill coverages.
Read the fine print in your insurance policy to make
sure you’re covered before and after the storm.
Some insurers will pay part of the cost of having
a professional move or prepare your boat once a
hurricane watch is issued. The best policies cover the
cost of salvage without deducting it from the payment
to you for damages to the boat. They also provide
additional coverage for wreck removal and fuel spills
under the policy’s liability provisions.

Before the Storm
Relocate the boat if necessary and secure it as
outlined in your hurricane plan
Check that deck scuppers and drains are open and
unobstructed, and the boat is positioned so that
rainwater will drain from the deck and cockpit
Reduce windage as much as possible by removing
sails and canvas as well as dodger and bimini frames
Clear the decks of anything that can blow away,
including deck chairs and cushions, jerry cans,
watersports equipment, dinghies, small outboards,
and fishing equipment
Make the boat watertight – seal any openings
where water could get into the interior or the engine,
including hatches, portlights, ventilators, and exhaust
outlets
Close interior seacocks/valves including those for the
engine, toilet, and sinks
CFFW - JULY/AUGUST 2018

Top up batteries and ensure that any electric bilge
pumps are operational; clean all debris out of the
bilge to prevent clogging of the pumps
Remove all valuables from the boat including
electronics and fishing equipment as well as
registration and other important documents and store
them at home
Limit potential environmental damage by removing
portable gasoline tanks, oil containers, paint cans,
and other hazardous chemicals
Lock the boat, but if the boat is in a marina, be sure
to leave a spare key with the marina manager so he/
she can get aboard after the storm if necessary
Update all contact information with your marina
manager and ask how you will be informed when you
can return to your boat

After the Storm
If your boat is in a marina, access is likely to be
restricted until the immediate dangers have been
addressed; for your own safety, don’t attempt to enter
before the restrictions are lifted
Once you know the status of your boat, contact your
insurance company if you need to file a claim; be
sure to alert them to any potential environmental
hazards
Take a complete set of photos of the boat’s situation
and any visible damage
If possible, secure the boat against further damage or
ask your marina to do so
If there is any chance water has gotten into the
engine, have it flushed and pickled as soon as
possible
Dry water-damaged areas and items as soon as you
get access to the boat to limit mold growth
If you are insured and your boat needs to be
salvaged, do not sign any contracts or make any
agreements; inform your insurance company and let
them negotiate with the marina or salvor 
PAGE 7

WHAT A MESS

By Steven Webster & Bob Atkins
Three disastrous events are unfolding in our
waterways, problems nearly a century in the making.
As you might be aware, Governor Scott has
declared the current red tide outbreak a “State
of Emergency” for the seven coastal counties of
Southwest Florida. Having lived in Florida for several
decades, it is easy to recall frequent occurrences
of red tide on both coasts, but this one is especially
onerous. It is estimated that 300 tons of fish, dozens
of manatees, turtles, dolphin and even a whale shark
have been killed as of mid-August.
South of us, near St Lucie Inlet and on the West
Coast near Ft. Myers, the estuaries are bracing for
another outbreak of blue-green algae – the dreaded
green slime. And in Brevard, the “brown algae”
scourge continues unabated. The water actually looks
and smells evil.
There is a lot of finger-pointing going on. Recently,
Mark Liebel, a marine contractor and CFFW friend
from Sarasota, posted heartbreaking pictures of dead
fish and animals around his home and pointed a finger
directly at Army Corps of Engineers. Mark made the
sadly true comment that Army Corps and the US
Fish & Wildlife Service banned dock building in 2003,
ostensibly to “protect” manatees from boat strikes (we
know: go figure THAT one out). Thousands of people
were put out of work. So, where’s the Army Corps
today, asks Mark. That is one finger pointed absolutely
in the right direction. But there are other issues, too.
You’ve no doubt heard about Big Sugar, septic tanks,
nutrient load and more.
Mark’s post was the catalyst for us to put together
a list of causes and solutions, as we have been
researching these issues for years.
Here’s what we’ve found.
We start with two questions: If Okeechobee water
is terribly polluted, then why is fishing so good there?
With almost all of Big Sugar farming taking place
south of the lake, then how is Big Sugar ruining Lake
Okeechobee? Good questions!
A more accurate hypothesis is, it’s not pollution, but
the poorly timed discharges of fresh Lake Okeechobee

water into the brackish estuaries. These fresh water
loads might be sufficient in and of themselves to upset
hydrology and ecology and create the green slime.
Why does the Corps need to dump water anyway?
It starts with the “war” man declared on water in Florida
dating back to the 1920s, nearly a century ago and
now probably impossible to reverse. This “war” set out
to move water from where it was, to where it wasn’t,
both for flood prevention and agricultural benefit. Think
about those major cross-country canals like C-54 that
were the result. Two of those man made canals were
completed in 1937 and connected Lake Okeechobee
to both the Caloosahatchee and the St. Lucie Rivers,
hence to the estuaries on both coasts. Before the
canals, Lake Okeechobee drained (slowly) south,
through the Everglades. Without these big straight
navigable ditches, there would be no connection to the
estuaries. Who is to thank? Predominantly the Army
Corp of Engineers.
Today the Corps dumps water into these ditches
when Big Okeechobee is high and straining against
the Corps’ old dikes (built after the horrific 1928
hurricane killed thousands of people living near
the Lake, overwhelming a small dike built in 1910).
Because high Lake Okeechobee water levels are the
result of above-normal rainfall, it follows that rainfall
means the coastal estuaries are already less saline
than usual when the big Army Corps discharges take
place. Combine this with the fact that we don’t dredge
like we should – hardly at all, in fact. When the Corps
dumps Lake Okeechobee water into the system, the
onrushing water picks up un-dredged muck. The muck
suspends in the water, blocking light, and ultimately
settling back down on something else -- either hard
bottom, or sand, or existing muck or worst case –
seagrass.
Are these discharges responsible for red tide and
the algae blooms?
The Big Okeechobee discharges don’t cause
red tide (which starts way offshore and is a marine
organism), but they are a major cause for the algae
blooms in the southwest and southeast Florida
estuaries, and the resulting losses of seagrass leading
to further and long-term decay of the ecosystem. The
... (Continued on Page 09)
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WHAT A MESS

(Continued from Page 8)
extra nutrients – muck from the bottom and more we’ll
discuss in a bit – absolutely make both red tide and
algae blooms worse when they get near shore.
We may not be able to plug the ditches and reisolate Lake Okeechobee from the coastal estuaries,
but we can stop the flows of excess fresh water with
proper management of the Lake Okeechobee level.
Some years ago, Congress passed “CERP” -- the
Central Everglades Restoration Plan – a sadly typical
Congressional stew of good and bad ideas that’s
nowhere near completion. Governor Scott correctly
notes that Florida itself has ponied up $100 million to
pay for work that the Army Corps should be doing –
but isn’t.
This is a bit of a rant, but why is the Army Corps
involved? Lake Okeechobee is hardly “interstate
commerce” – it’s entirely within our State. Yet, here
they are, managing the Hoover dike, all the floodgates,
and more. You can’t make a move without Army Corps
signing off, and they just plain don’t. Yes, Mark Liebel
is correct: so much of this is the fault of Army Corps.
Therefore, a critical step to fixing this mess is to get
Army Corps out of the way as much as possible. That
means Federal legislation. We aren’t going to tell
you how to vote, but if you look at Steve’s Facebook
page, you’ll quickly see his preferences for this fall’s
elections if you’re interested.
What is going on in Brevard?
Here in Brevard, the basic issue in the IRL is
predominantly brown algae and is not related to
discharges from Lake Okeechobee. What a visibly
ugly mess our IRL estuary has become. The theories
for the cause of this are more numerous than the
approaches to correct it. Sadly, it is hard to solve a
problem that has yet to be well defined. Most cause
theories point to one or another man-made ill and it is
hard to argue that man is not a big part of the problem.
But, we have never been able to come to grips with
the fact that tracing these blooms back to their first
observances in 2010, they propagated from Mosquito
Lagoon and Turnbull Basin. These are the least
populated areas of the lagoon system. Wouldn’t one
expect to see a man-made problem manifest itself in a
heavily populated area, rather than in the boondocks?

(We disagree with those who think it is agricultural
runoff.)
Causes besides the Lake Okeechobee discharges
We believe nutrient load in the runoff from poorly
designed streets, roads and bridges is the single
biggest contributor. Most roads still dump runoff into
waterways, especially near the coasts. (Until recently,
old roads and bridges were actually dropped into rivers
and lagoons when they were demolished, ostensibly
to create “habitat”.)
Consider that almost all ‘finger canals’ have a big
storm water outlet at the end, where all the roadway
crud runs from the street and into the canal. The
idea was the runoff would ‘flush’ the canal. The
opposite has happened. The crud goes to the bottom
of the canal, getting deeper and deeper, smothering
everything. Canals that originally had all sorts of game
fish and dolphins in them now hold catfish (maybe)
and manatees, which stay for the quiet, warmer,
water, venturing out to feed on seagrass beds that are
increasingly farther and farther away.
Yes, waterfront yards, SOME septic systems and
careless human garbage play a part, too. (Personally,
we think a high-efficiency septic system is a better
solution than most wastewater treatment facilities.) If
you live or spend part of your life on the east side of
I-95, much of the runoff from your activities eventually
makes its way to the IRL.
Therefore, the best long-term approach to
revitalizing the estuaries is to stop the flow of nutrients
into them and dredge out the generations of crud
already there. This will require a significant investment
for improvements to divert and catch runoff, filter
nutrients out before they get to the waterways, and
expansion and major improvements to our wastewater
management systems.
Other failing infrastructure includes aging seawalls,
which dump vast amounts of “nutrient” into waterways,
especially during rainy seasons. Homeowners should
be able to secure financing to repair seawalls, but
financing is extremely difficult to find or afford. In fact,
we proposed a plan to help fund seawall repair at the
start of the Great Recession, hoping to improve water
... (Continued on Page 10)
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(Continued from Page 9)
quality while gainfully employing a lot of people. Are
we surprised this good idea did not happen? Nope.
Sadly, seawall repair is expensive, and can be difficult
to permit. Indeed, permitting regulations discourage
seawalls, preferring “living shorelines,” which are too
often a joke that exacerbates, rather than ameliorates,
the runoff problem (and can usually be installed by a
landscaper, instead of a licensed marine contractor).
Therefore, it is time to change attitudes and policies
about removing the muck that has accumulated in
tributaries, canals, channels and basins, in that order.
Why? Because the tributaries and canals are limited
in number and scope, and as initial runoff collectors,
have more highly concentrated levels of muck. The
same can be said of the usually deeper water in the
channels. We see the Army Corps discharge problems
repeated in just about every tributary and canal every
time it rains heavily. More muck gets pushed out to
the estuaries, blocking light, killing grass and breeding
algae.
In a parallel to the California fires, which rage
in part because forest management and controlled
burns were wrongfully discouraged by well-meaning
groups trying to “save” the forests, the damage here
is magnified by the existing policies that discourage
and even forbid, removing the muck. Current efforts
to complete any dredging project are buried in two to
four years of serial permitting through multiple and
redundant local, state and ultimately federal agencies.
This is such an obvious opportunity for quick resolution
– if only the momentum for change were available.
Why is so much seagrass dying?
Seagrass, once it’s established, is pretty tough
stuff. People like to call the estuaries “fragile” systems,
but they are in truth tough as nails. But, heap enough
abuse on even the toughest fighter, and you will take a
toll. One form of abuse is over-grazing. Anyone who
raises cattle or sheep or has horses already knows
what constant grazing does to a pasture. Eventually,
the grass is gone and doesn’t come back. Agricultural
experts provide values for minimum pasture quality
and acreage required to sustain grazing animals.
Yet, we regularly hear “manatee experts” opine that
herbivores eating seagrass beds cannot be equated
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to herbivores eating pasture grass.
Does anyone really believe that argument?
Therefore, well-intentioned but poorly thought out
policies — such as encouraging, even requiring, the
discharge of heated water into the IRL — means that
manatees are staying year-round in places like Brevard
that they used to visit seasonally. The seagrass
no longer has time to rest. It has become stressed.
Recall that the original bloom propagation occurred in
Turnbull Basin and Mosquito Lagoon where grazing
had reduced seagrass acreage and density.
Once grass is stressed, then any stochastic event
(random events like lots of rain, no rain, Army Corps
discharges, cold, a new roadway) can become a
tipping point very quickly. Actually, the policy choices
that keep manatees grazing year-round in places are
no longer stochastic — they have become predictable
and ongoing.
The result is here to see: Brevard has lost more
than half its grass since 2010. More tragically, dying
grass begets more “nutrient load,” which begets
algae, which begets blocked sunlight, which begets
more dying grass, compounding the problems. Look
where the problems are worst: SW Florida, Brevard,
St Lucie. All areas with severely stressed grass and
millions, if not billions, of cubic yards of muck!
Where do we go from here?
1. Improve water flow south of Lake Okeechobee
and stop massive discharges. Get the Corps out of
the way.
2. Install new tech to limit and improve the quality of
runoff. Get filters (and clean them!) onto storm water
outfalls.
3. Encourage dredging/muck removal. Change
laws so dredging becomes a form of mitigation, not an
action requiring mitigation.
4. Quit being stupid about manatee management.
More are not necessarily better, for manatees or for
the estuary.
These are all things that should have started long ago.
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Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
Post Office Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL 32954-1712
If you’re not a member... please join.
Your membership dues provide the financial support
needed to save family boating from the
million-dollar enviro-businesses.
Please join online at cffw.org
or by mailing the enclosed membership form.

Is it time to renew your membership? Please
note, this is your
previous renewal date:

CFFW members are entitled to a full Membership
in Boat US for 50% oﬀ the regular annual dues!
Please use discount code GA84884B to receive
your discounted membership.

BoatUS and BoatUS ANGLER Member beneﬁts
include Member Rewards at West Marine stores,
discounts at marinas nationwide on fuel, repairs,
and overnight slips, on-the-water Towing
Services, highly-respected Marine Insurance, a
subscription to BoatUS Magazine or BoatUS
ANGLER.

