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Those of you following the plans by the Fish 
& Wildlife Service to consider reclassifying the 
manatee – and if you’re reading this newsletter, 
you are no doubt on top of this issue – may have 
read the manatee club’s arguments in opposition 
to reclassification.

The club has trotted out its old demon boater 
rhetoric, with pictures of scarred manatees and 
diatribes against reckless go-fast boaters and 
rapacious developers.

I was not particularly surprised when one of 
their arguments included a quote from me that 
appeared in the Tampa Bay Tribune, as the quote 
was pretty inflammatory:

“There is no longer a need for widespread 
boating restrictions, sanctuaries in which vessels 
are prohibited, and federal sanctions for touching.”

It was also made up.

Reporter Keith Morelli called me for comments 
on the relatively low number of manatee 
mortalities reported in the first half of 2014, and 
about reclassification.

I explained why listing manatees as 
“endangered” means that regulators must strive 
for “recovery”, which means reducing mortality – 
which in turn means more boating regulation. If 
manatees were properly classified as recovered, 
then managers have many more options available 
to ensure a thriving, healthy manatee population. 
Importantly, I don’t have problem with sanctuaries, 
or prohibitions against touching, and I don’t have a 
problem with regulations that are based on sound 
science, not conjecture.

When the quote came out, I emailed Morelli 
that I had a bone to pick with his accuracy.

His response:

Hey, Steve: You make a good point. I think you 
did say manatee populations now were thriving 
and that there was no longer a need for stringent 
protections that come with the “endangered” 
classification. I added the rest of  the sentence, 
because those are among the protections currently 
afforded to manatees, as “endangered” species. 
Perhaps two sentences would have been clearer.

Well, the good news is he admits the error. I’ve 
been a reporter and editor myself, and quoted in 
a lot of articles. This one’s the most over-the-top 
rewrite I’ve ever encountered!

So – no surprise – the club’s claim that we’re 
chomping at the bit to create some kind of watery 
wild wild west where we can put saddles on the 
backs of manatees or whatever, is based on plain 
wrong information.

What makes this particular mistake by the club 
different from the rest of their rhetoric is that the 
quote really did appear in print, fabricated as it 
was. 

The rest of their stuff.,,, Well, remember those 
scarred manatee photos? All of them show scars 
that only could have been caused by very large 
boats, not the kind of boats you and I enjoy. 

I hope everyone sent in a comment in favor of 
reclassification to the Service. This process is just 
beginning – it’ll take a YEAR – and we all need to 
hang tough to get the job done. 

Webster’s Wrap-Up
by Steven Webster
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 » 9/8/2014 - Board Of Directors Meeting: 6:30 pm Karen Rood Bldg 
(near the boat ramp) at Kiwanis Island, Merritt Island. Open to the 
public.

 » 9/29/2014 - Board Of Directors Meeting: 6:30 pm Karen Rood Bldg 
(near the boat ramp) at Kiwanis Island, Merritt Island. Open to the 
public.

 » 10/22/2014 - CFFW Annual Meeting: 6:30 pm Karen Rood Bldg (near 
the boat ramp) at Kiwanis Island, Merritt Island. Open to the public.

 » 10/27/2014 - Board Of Directors Meeting: 6:30 pm Karen Rood Bldg 
(near the boat ramp) at Kiwanis Island, Merritt Island. Open to the 
public.

 » 12/1/2014 - Board Of Directors Meeting: 6:30 pm Karen Rood Bldg 
(near the boat ramp) at Kiwanis Island, Merritt Island. Open to the 
public. 

Please Mark Your Calendars!
Please call Kelly Haugh at 321-449-0827 for more information.

Newsletter Delivery Mode
E-Newsletters Now Available

CFFW is offering all members the option to receive all future 
newsletters by email instead of a hard copy by mail. The Board of 
Directors have reviewed the expense logs for the past few years 
to determine where we could save money and this is the biggest 
expense we have.  

If you wish to save your club money on printing and postage, 
please reply to info@cffw.org and we will add you to the email 
list for your newsletters! You will receive an email stating your 
E-Newsletter is ready for viewing.  If at any time you wish to 
receive the hardcopy again, just send us a note at the same email 
and you will again receive the hardcopy.

You can view the same exact version online at CFFW.org and 
click on “newsletters” tab and the issue you would like to view. 
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CFFW promotes the need for responsible use of Florida waterways. Our primary 
objective is to encourage coexistence among recreational and commercial boaters, the 
marine industry, property owners, and the environment. CFFW advocates education in 
the safe and considerate use of watercraft with respect for our marine environment and 
conservation. 

If you would like to receive reimbursement for the class fees charged by the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary or the Cocoa Beach Power Squadron, you can attend a CFFW meeting, 
present your certificate of completion, and receive your reimbursement.

CFFW funds are limited, and we do have a finite amount of money in our scholarship 
fund, so it is on a first come, first served basis, and as noted above this is for the Basic 
Safe Boating class only.

You can visit our website at www.cffw.org or www.savefamilyboating.com for the 
location of our events and meetings.

You may also contact Kelly Haugh at 321-449-0827 for more information.
Enjoy safe boating! 

Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
Boat Safe Reimbursement Program

Cocoa Beach Sail and Power Squadron Safe Boating Courses
The Cocoa Beach Sail and Power Squadron Education Officer has graciously invited 

all of our members to participate in their boating education classes and pay only the 
member fee! 

To enroll, refer to the web site www.cbsps.org where they post the upcoming classes. 
Mention that you are a CFFW member and the Education Officer will reply via email 
and then ask you to confirm you are a CFFW member the first night of classes. You can 
confirm this with your most current copy of the newsletter, which has your name, address 
and renewal date on the back page.

This is a great opportunity  for education in safe boating if you have not had the 
chance to participate in any safe boating classes!

Stay safe and see you on the water! 
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To reduce your impact on the environment, it’s important to properly dispose of your 
boating waste and recycle when possible. We all know that recycling paper, cans and 
bottles is a good idea, but why stop there? A number of marine specific products can also 
be recycled, helping to reduce the amount of waste going to landfills and ensuring proper 
disposal of potentially hazardous materials. Explore the topics below to learn more about 
waste management and recycling.

On the water, trash can quickly become marine debris. Marine debris is any 
manufactured item that ends up as trash in our oceans, lakes, or inland waterways. 
More than an eyesore, trash in the ocean is one of the world’s most pervasive pollution 
problems. It sickens and kills marine animals and birds. It also undermines economies 
based on tourism and fisheries. While as much as 80 percent of marine debris is said to 
come from land-based activities, as boaters we need to do our part.

Laws

Under federal law, it is illegal to toss ANY garbage from a boat while you are anywhere 
in lakes, rivers, bays, sounds, and offshore in the ocean less than 3 miles. Recent changes 
to MARPOL (marine pollution guidelines) Annex V went into effect on January 1, 2013. 
All U.S. boats (commercial and recreational) must now comply with these changes. 

Additionally, all boats 26 ft or more in length must have a written garbage placard and 
an oil discharge placard “prominently posted” to remind you and your crew what can be 
thrown overboard and what can’t. The placards must be permanently attached, be made 
of durable material, and must be at least 5X9 inches in size. Until U.S. regulations are 
updated to reflect the new garbage discharge requirements and placards are readily 
available, U.S. flagged ships operating exclusively in U.S. waters may continue to use 
existing placards. Placards can be found at your local boating retail store.

Violations may result in civil penalties up to $25,000, a fine of up to $250,000 for 
an individual or up to $500,000 for an organization and/or a prison sentence of up to 6 
years. (State anti-littering laws may also apply on your boating waters.)

Boats 40 ft and longer must also have a written waste management plan, stating how 
you deal with the collected waste onboard, who handles it, and where it is disposed. 
This can be as short as one paragraph. We recommend that you keep your plan in your 
onboard ships papers. Please note that this law only covers garbage, and does not 
cover sewage (black water) or sink or shower water (grey water). 

Waste Management & Recycling 

... (Continued on Page 6)
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The weather gods smiled fondly on CFFW for 
our 19th Annual CFFW Poker Run on July 12th!

We had 13 boats and a total of 51 hands 
played!

 Marc Boileau won $200 for first place with 4 
tens. 

Tim Gannon won $125 for second place with 4 
sevens, and Mike Billado won $75 for third place 
with a Full House.

Man with the most Kings went to Kary Policht 
and he received 2-$25 gift certificates to Nautical 
Spirits and Grills Riverside restaurants.

 Woman with the most Queens was Lina 
Cabassas and she won 2-$25 gift certificates for 
Squid Lips and Nautical Spirits.

There was a 50/50 drawing and Bonnie 
Zimmerman won $112 in that drawing!

We still have a few Poker Run T-shirts left over, 
so if you were not able to make it for the event, 
and would like to purchase one, please contact 
a board member and they can make it happen. 
They are a bargain at $10 each!

Thank you so much to our President, Bob 
Atkins and his wife Sherry, for taking the task of 
organizing this great event, and also to Christie 
Best, Kelly Haugh and Sandy Reynolds for sign in 
table assistance, and Karen Dignan for the great 
T-shirt design!

It truly was a great day out on the water and 
the storms stayed well to the west for the entire 
day!

If you didn’t make it out this year, you missed a 
great time, but there is always next year! 

19th Annual CFFW Poker Run
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Waste Management & Recycling 
(continued from Page 4)

Impacts

Human Health and Safety

Discarded items that can pose an 
immediate safety threat include broken 
glass that can cut bare feet and discarded 
rope, line, bags, or sheeting that may 
seem harmless but can entangle divers 
and disable boat propellers.

Aesthetic and Economic Impacts

Shorelines covered with litter are 
unattractive and often hazardous. They can 
keep tourists and recreational users away 
and impact local economies. Common 
debris items often last for weeks, months, 
or even hundreds of years in the marine 
environment.

Habitat Destruction

Debris can affect the water quality of 
aquatic habitats and also cause physical 
damage. Submerged debris can cover 
coral reefs, smother sea grasses and harm 
other bottom-dwelling species.

Wildlife Entanglement and Ingestion

Monofilament line, fishing nets, six-pack 
holders, and strapping bands are some of 
the worst culprits for wildlife entanglements. 
Some animals mistake plastic debris for 
food and eat it, causing serious harm to 
the animal. ... (Continued on Page 8)

PEACE OF MIND
ON OR OFF THE WATER

Coverage for your Home, Boat, Auto, Motorcycle, RV 
and Commercial Business Policies.

BEST prices with COMPLETE coverage.
For fast and friendly quotes call 

1-800-959-3313
www.GoAtlassInsurance.com

Ad
Letter

MP Order Proposal#
This ad will appear at the classification of:

South Tropical Trail FL

with in Home Date 05/2013

If you require a change, please contact your sales representative
or call Yellow Book Customer Service at 1-800-891-1899.

SIGNATURE: __________________________ DUPLICATE PROOF
AADEUMB2DNLM$

Date: January 28, 2013  Acct# A1Y9RT  Sales Rep: HILLMAN, MARISSA E  Size: HCN  Ad Id: ADEUMA1  Contract# 5206711

Corresponding Listing Information:

Please Note: Print quality may vary from final product.

ADEUMDNLM 25-Jan-2013 11:05
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All CFFW Members are eligible and encouraged to vote.

Please turn in your ballot at the 2014 CFFW annual meeting in October.

Alternately, you may mail in this ballot to:

CFFW 
P.O. Box 541712 

Merritt Island, FL  32954-1712

Write-ins are encouraged.

Nominations from the floor during the October meeting are encouraged.

YOUR INVOLVEMENT ON THE BOARD IS ENCOURAGED! 

2014 CFFW Board of Directors Slate

2014 CFFW Board of Directors Slate 
 
All CFFW Members are eligible and encouraged to vote. 
Please turn in your ballot at the 2014 CFFW annual meeting in October 
 
 
Alternately, you may mail in this ballot to: 
CFFW 
P.O. Box 541712 
Merritt Island, FL  32954‐1712 
 
Write‐ins are encouraged. 
Nominations from the floor during the October meeting are encouraged. 
YOUR INVOLVEMENT ON THE BOARD IS ENCOURAGED! 
 

2014 BALLOT 
The ballot includes 6 Candidates. You may vote for up to 11 Candidates, which means 
you are encouraged to write-in at least one name. 
 
 
 

 
Standing For Re-Election: Check the  next to the candidates 

 
  Mr. Bob Atkins  Director 
  Ms. Peggy Wehrman  Director 
  Ms. Karen Dignan  Director 
  Mr Gary Haugh  Director 
  Ms Kelly Haugh  Director 
  Ms Sandy Reynolds  Director 

Write-Ins: You may write in as many candidates as you wish. Please include their name 
and phone number. If elected, write-ins may decline the honor. 

  Name Phone 
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 Prevention

Make a rule that nothing goes overboard.

Have sturdy trash and recycling containers with lids on your boat.

Bring all of your trash back when going out on the water.

Properly dispose of cigarette butts.

Purchase reusable products, containers and water bottles.

Save and reuse plastic bags.

Recycle your plastic, metal, glass, paper products and monofilament fishing line.

Be sure to stow or tie down all gear when underway on the water or the highway.

Participate in a cleanup event - especially in areas accessible only by boat. 

Waste Management & Recycling 
(continued from Page 6)
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Don’t let the “maintenance free” battery in your car lull you into complacency about the 
battery in your boat. Neglecting a marine battery is certain to shorten its life.

Get the most from your boat’s batteries by following these guidelines:

 » Keep idle batteries fully charged. Leaving a battery even partially 
discharged leads to sulfation and loss of capacity.

 » Check the water level regularly. Top up as necessary to keep the level 
about 1/4” above the plates.

 » Use only distilled water for topping up; trace minerals and/or chlorine 
in tap water really do shorten battery life.

 » Fill cells after charging. If you fill them before, expansion during charging 
will pump electrolyte out on top of the battery, causing a corrosive mess 
and reducing the acid level inside the battery.

 » Keep the top of the case clean and dry. Dampness, dirt, and acid on 
the battery case can create a circuit between the terminals that will 
drain the battery.

 » Keep terminals and cable clamps corrosion-free. Use a wire brush to 
remove corrosion. Coat both terminal and clamp with petroleum jelly 
(not grease) to prevent future corrosion. 

Battery Care 
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“Catch A Memory”
Radio Show

“Chevy Florida Insider Fishing 
Report” Television Show

The radio show will again be an hour long on 
WMEL 1300-AM, Saturday mornings at 7:35AM – 
9:30AM. The program will be covering the fishing 
action on Florida’s East Coast. Anglers can tune in to 
hear Captain Jim Ross and his cohosts provide the 
latest fishing and new product information. 

Captain Jim Ross has joined a host of other top 
professional guides across the State of Florida on a 
new television show called the “Chevy Florida Insider 
Fishing Report.” The TV show is on the SunSports 
network on Thursday evenings from 5:00PM to 
6:30PM (times vary, check your local TV guide). 
Reporting expert, Captain Jim Ross will bring you 
an up-to-date fishing report from our offshore and 
inshore local waters.

Captain Jim Ross also provides daily reports 
Sunday through Wednesday on the TV shows web-
site:  www.f loridainsiderf ishingreport.com

If you would like to contact Captain Jim Ross, his 
phone number is 321-636-3728 and his web-site is:          
www.f inel inefishingcharters.com. 

CFFW members are entitled to a full Membership
in BoatUS for only $15 - that's 50% offthe regular
$30 annual dues!

BoatUS and BoatUS ANGLER Member benefits
include Member Rewards at West Marine stores,
discounts at marinas nationwide on fuel, repairs,
and overnight slips, on-the-water Towing
Services, highly-respected Marine Insurance, a
subscription to or

.
BoatUS Magazine BoatUS

ANGLER
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CFFW Member Recognition __________

Bob & Sherry Atkins
Thomas Bruckner
Jack & Karn Dignan
William J. Eells
Don & Linda Ewers
Col. & Mrs. J.C. Farley
Ollie & Sherry Follweiler
Jeff Haggard & Anita Bromberg
Jeff & Anita Haggard
Alston & Kelli Hammons
Gary & Kelly Haugh
Keith & Tamasine Houston
Lonnie & Carla Hughes
Doug Jaren
Frank Jones
Troy & Genese Launay

George Legters
Troy & Lisa Lotane
Nautical Spirits/Chris & Becky Hamilton
Don Nesbitt
Sandy Reynolds
Scorpion’s Port Canaveral Marine
Jamie Seymour/New England Mfg. Co.
Wayne Stratford
Thumper & Iva Volkmer
Robin & KathyTurner
Steven Webster
Willie & Peggy Wehrman
Bill & Eileen Wetzel
Robert Wille
Gerd Zeiler

Diamond Level ($100 per year)

Dave Zimmerman
New Members

   e Doerr
Clark & Becky Fischer
Edward French
Dan & Terri Friedlander
Joe  & Rita Fust
Gus & Bobbie Gostel
Charle & Myrl Gunter
Terry Hammond
Bruce & Carol Hess
Scott & Sue Kee
Tad & Toby Jackson
Russell Jamieson/Atlass 
Insurance
Doug Jaren
John & Diane Kendrick
Chyung M. Kim, MD

Bob & Barbara Land
Nicholas F. Mancini
Dentis McDaniel
Charles Moehle
CDR AlbertJ. Pappas
Cloud & Frances Pawtowski
John & Elizabeth Picardi
Gary & Holly Olsen
Paul & Francesca Ragusa
Chuck Reed
Sheldon Rutherford
Alan & Joanne Russo
Cliff & Diana Schommer
Anthony Sidor
Daniel & Mary Sloan
Richard Sproc

Sam & Anne Thorpe

Bob & Cookie Tubielewicz 

Steven Webster

Westland Marina/Titusville

Jim & Pam Urick

Jess H. Yates, DMD

Gold Level ($50 per year):

Mandatory Equipment
For Your Boat:

A CFFW Family
Membership!

If you own a boat or live by the water, 
you can’t afford not to join

Citizens For Florida’s Waterways!

 $25 Silver Family  $100 Diamond Family
 $50 Gold Family  $500 Platinum Family
 Donation ($_____)

__________  __________ 
Date   Check

___________________________
Credit Card #

___________________________
Exp. Date

___________________________
Name

___________________________
Address

___________________________
City

__________  __________
State   Zip

___________________________
Phone

___________________________
Email

___________________________
Company

Join by Check OR Credit Card!

Clip and mail to:
Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
PO Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL
32954-1712
info@cffw.org

Or join with your
credit card on our
secure web site at cffw.org

CFFW is a 501(c)4 organization. Donations and 
membership dues are not tax-deductable.

Business Recognition Diamond Level



Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
Post Office Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL 32954-1712

When Does Your

Membership E
xpire?

If you’re not a member... please join.
Your membership dues provide the financial support 

needed to save family boating from the
million-dollar enviro-businesses.

Please join online at cffw.org
or by mailing the enclosed membership form.

Here’s a Hint

Please M
ark Your Calendars

!

 » 9/8/2014 - Board Of Directors Meeting: 
6:30pm, Karen Rood Bldg, Kiwanis 
Island, Merritt Island. Open to the public.

 » 9/29/2014 - Board Of Directors Meeting: 
6:30pm, Karen Rood Bldg, Kiwanis 
Island, Merritt Island. Open to the public.

 » 10/22/2014 - CFFW Annual Meeting: 
6:30pm, Karen Rood Bldg, Kiwanis 
Island, Merritt Island. Open to the public.

 » SEE PAGE 2 FOR MORE INFO!


