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President’s Message
Hello to all.  My name is Bob Atkins.  I am 

one of the Founding Members of CFFW and 
for the first time, taking the helm as President 
of CFFW.  My first act is to give a huge THANK 
YOU to our outgoing President, Kelly Haugh.  
Next time you see her, be sure to thank her for 
the 2 years that she has volunteered to guide and 
direct this organization.  She has provided strong 
leadership and kept the organization on task in 
our never-ending advocacy for the promotion of 
sound environmental science as it relates to any 
regulation of recreational boating.

In addition to providing so much time and energy 
within CFFW, she has spent countless hours 
representing your interests in local government.  
She is a long-term member of the Brevard 
Marine Advisory Council (BMAC).  Through that 
membership, in addition to contributing to the 
better good for marine and boating interests, she 
gains great insight into relevant activities within the 
county from dredging plans to actively participating 
in the ongoing Indian River Lagoon analysis and 
recovery efforts.  Through her activism at the 
local level, CFFW has enjoyed a significant and 
respected voice.  We are fortunate that even as 
she steps down from the President’s role, she will 
remain as Vice President and an active member 
of the Board of Directors (BOD).  This means 
we can continue to count on her dedication and 
service in local government affairs.

Peggy Wehrman will also remain on the 
BOD and continue to serve as Secretary of the 
CFFW. One of Peggy’s additional volunteer 
responsibilities is leading our efforts for planning 
and execution of the annual CFFW Marine Flea 
Market.  This will be our 17th Annual event and 
it is the primary fund-raiser for the organization.  

This finances our participation in State and 
Federal activities, which require travel on the part 
of our participants, as well as subsidizes the cost 
of printing and distributing these Newsletters and 
helps to keep your dues at the same level that 
they have been since the organization formed 20 
years ago this year.

Karen Dignan has been a member of the BOD 
and the Treasurer of CFFW for several years.  
Thankfully, she has agreed to continue in that 
role.  Most of you know Karen and her husband 
Jack as the face of the CFFW Annual Poker Run 
and even though she has asked for relief from the 
time to plan and execute that activity, she offers 
significant guidance and support to it and all the 
other activities of CFFW.

Sandy Reynolds and her late husband and 
past President, George, were central in organizing 
the discussions that took place between a handful 
of folks that lead to the formation of CFFW.  As 
such, she is a Founding Member and has never 
stopped being a key contributor to CFFW for 
these 20 years.  She will continue on the BOD and 
also maintain her role as Membership Chairman.  
Remember when you get your reminder to pay 
your dues that there is a really generous and truly 
nice person behind that post card.  Keeping up 
with all of you and your addresses and phone 
numbers is time consuming and relentless.

Past President and outgoing Vice President 
Gary Haugh will remain on the BOD.  It is the 
BOD, as a collective unit, that determines, plans 
and implements strategy, meetings, activities 
and government participation for CFFW.  Gary 
provides countless hours of support to all of the 
CFFW agenda but is ... (Continued on Page 4)
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CFFW Officers
President
Bob Atkins

ratkins@cffw.org
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Karen Dignan
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Newsletter Editor
Kelly Haugh

321-449-0827

Board of Directors
Gary Haugh

Bob Atkins
ratkins@cffw.org

Sandy Reynolds
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Doug Jaren
321-452-8622

Sales Marketing
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Sandy Reynolds
sreynolds@cffw.org

Government Liason
Steven Webster

swebster@cffw.org

 » 3/3/2014 - Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30PM at Kiwanis Island, 
Karen Rood Building. Open to the public.

 » 3/29 to 3/30/2014 - CFFW 17th Annual Marine Fleamarket 
Fundraiser: At Harbortown Marina, Merritt Island.

 » 3/31/2014 - Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30PM at Kiwanis Island, 
Karen Rood Building. Open to the public.

 » 4/28/2014 - Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30PM at Kiwanis Island, 
Karen Rood Building. Open to the public.

 » 5/3/2014 - CFFW Annual Poker Run: Stay tuned to www.CFFW.org for 
more info.

 » 5/17/2014 - Merritt Island Waterfest: Stay tuned to www.CFFW.org for 
more info.

 » 5/18/2014: Super Boat Races: CFFW will be hosting a day at the 
beach on Sunday for viewing the races for anyone that wants to 
come out. Location will be updated as the event gets closer. Stay 
tuned to www.CFFW.org for more info. 

Please Mark Your Calendars!
Please call Kelly Haugh at 321-449-0827 for more information.

Newsletter Delivery Mode
E-Newsletters Now Available

CFFW is offering all members the option to receive all future 
newsletters by email instead of a hard copy by mail. The Board of 
Directors have reviewed the expense logs for the past few years 
to determine where we could save money and this is the biggest 
expense we have.  

If you wish to save your club money on printing and postage, 
please reply to info@cffw.org and we will add you to the email 
list for your newsletters! You will receive an email stating your 
E-Newsletter is ready for viewing.  If at any time you wish to 
receive the hardcopy again, just send us a note at the same email 
and you will again receive the hardcopy.

You can view the same exact version online at CFFW.org and 
click on “newsletters” tab and the issue you would like to view. 
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CFFW promotes the need for responsible use of Florida waterways. Our primary 
objective is to encourage coexistence among recreational and commercial boaters, the 
marine industry, property owners, and the environment. CFFW advocates education in 
the safe and considerate use of watercraft with respect for our marine environment and 
conservation. 

If you would like to receive reimbursement for the class fees charged by the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary or the Cocoa Beach Power Squadron, you can attend a CFFW meeting, 
present your certificate of completion, and receive your reimbursement.

CFFW funds are limited, and we do have a finite amount of money in our scholarship 
fund, so it is on a first come, first served basis, and as noted above this is for the Basic 
Safe Boating class only.

You can visit our website at www.cffw.org or www.savefamilyboating.com for the 
location of our events and meetings.

You may also contact Kelly Haugh CFFW President at 321-449-0827 for more 
information.

Enjoy safe boating! 

Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
Boat Safe Reimbursement Program

Cocoa Beach Sail and Power Squadron Safe Boating Courses
The Cocoa Beach Sail and Power Squadron Education Officer has graciously invited 

all of our members to participate in their boating education classes and pay only the 
member fee! 

To enroll, refer to the web site www.cbsps.org where they post the upcoming classes. 
Mention that you are a CFFW member and the Education Officer will reply via email 
and then ask you to confirm you are a CFFW member the first night of classes. You 
can confirm this with your most current copy of the newsletter, which has your Name, 
address and renewal date on the back page.

This is a great opportunity  for education in safe boating if you have not had the 
chance to participate in any safe boating classes!

Stay safe and see you on the water! 
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especially critical to the execution of the Flea 
Market each year.

Doug Jarren whose family-owned Banana 
River Marine and has been serving the citizens 
of Brevard for many years will also remain on the 
BOD.  Doug’s advocacy for recreational boating 
includes being a voice of reason for boating 
during the development of the Brevard County 
Manatee Protection Plan in the early 90s.  Another 
past President, Steven Webster, has moved to 
Tallahassee where we count on him for his insight 
and lobby efforts as our liaison with the State 
Government and interface with the Federal Fish 
and Wildlife Commission.

All of these individuals are VOLUNTEERS and 
receive nothing for their time and effort.  When 
you see them at our next event, tell each of them 
THANK YOU and better yet, ask how you might 
get involved help CFFW keep moving forward.  In 
that regard, I want to thank ALL of you who have 
volunteered over the years with a special thank-
you to all the former CFFW Officers and Board 

Members.

Speaking of opportunities to volunteer, why 
not consider giving CFFW 4 hours of your time 
at the Flea Market this year.  You’ll have time to 
fit in a little browsing and shopping.  Come meet 
me, and the BOD, and share your ideas for and 
experiences on Florida’s waterways.

CFFW Never Stops Advocating for 
Recreational Boating

While we have not been able to completely 
reverse the direction of the State and Federal 
Agencies, we have had considerable influence on 
the implementation of any additional watercraft 
regulations relating to manatee protection.  The 
$ave the Manatee Club and the host of pro-
environmental / anti-human activity organizations 
have been relentless in their attack on recreational 
boating under the guise ‘manatee protection’.  It 
is because of their reluctance to give up their 
income stream, that they insist on perpetuating 
myth that the manatee is endangered.  We have 

endured delay after delay on 
the inevitable reclassification 
from endangered to threatened 
and eventual de-listing of the 
manatee from the federal 
Endangered Species Act.  
So I have to say without 
our constant push for better 
scientific analysis, we would be 
in far worse shape than we are.

Unfortunately, the state 
and federal agencies have 
continued to manage the 
manatee population with a 
“more is better” approach.  The 
affect of this has been to ignore 
sound eco-system science and 
encourage artificial warm water 
outflows, which have been 

President’s Message
(continued from Page 1)

... (Continued on Page 5)
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illegal since passage of the federal Clean Water 
Act in 1972, which have artificially altered the 
natural migratory nature of the manatee.

Man’s insistence that he interfere on behalf 
of certain species has almost always resulted 
in unintended consequences and usually the 
outcome is an overpopulation related event.  This 
may have already become true here in Brevard 
where indicators like the perennial significantly 
highest perinatal death rate in the state and the 
recent unexplained death of 111 manatees.  Each 
of these animals had ingested unusually high 
amounts of algae as opposed to seagrass, their 
natural forage.

We have recently had one-on-one meetings 
and plan to continue the dialogue with the recently 
appointed Sr. State Supervisor for Florida’s 
deployment of the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) on the subject of manatee reclassification 
and the potential to re-consider the effectiveness 
and need for the current federal boating restrictions 
associated with manatee protection in light of the 
impact they have had on recreational boating.  In 
Brevard, these include the onerous restrictions in 
the Barge Canal.

We have participated in the Indian River 
Lagoon Workshops and meetings and through 
our Tallahassee liaison, participated in the State 
Senate Select Committee on the Indian River 
meetings on that subject.  Recently we met with 
FIT faculty with respect to muck analysis as it 

relates to manatee excrement in the residential 
canals and presented a strategy to distinguish 
between runoff and manatee impact.

By the time you read this we will have met 
with the Director of Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) Division of 
Habitat and Species Conservation to discuss the 
status of the manatee population and the need 
to reconsider the long outdated ‘more is better’ 
management approach for a more traditional 
management approach associated with non-
endangered and stable populations.  Once again, 
we will address the need to determine just how 
effective and ultimately just how necessary the 
impact to recreational boating as been by the 
collective operations regulatory zones.  Here in 
Brevard, over 80% of shoreline has 500 to 1500 
foot buffers and approximately 40% of all the 
waterways and 100% of some (Sykes Creek, 
Barge Canal from the ICW to the Port Jetties and 
the northern Banana River) have been restricted 
to slow, idle or no-entry by either the FWS or the 
FWC. 

President’s Message
(continued from Page 4)
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(321) 243-0760

March 29th & 30th, 2014
8:00 am - 4:00 pm

7
hosted byhosted byhosted byhosted by
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Volunteers Needed!

Save the Date!

It’s time for the 17th Annual CFFW Marine Flea Market on March 29 and 30, and we 
need your help.

If you are interested in volunteering your time to help set-up, tear-down or work the 
event, please contact Peggy Wehrman at 321-243-0760. All volunteers will receive a 
CFFW T-shirt of their choice for volunteering. There will be a planning meeting and you 
are invited to attend the meeting if you choose, CFFW welcomes your input to the annual 
fundraising event! Once you contact Peggy, she can advise on the dates, times and 
location of the meeting.

If you have a business or you have marine related items for sale and would like to 
have a booth at the Flea Market, please contact Peggy Wehrman at 321-243-0760 or go 
to the CFFW website at www.cffw.org/fleamarket and you can download the information 
necessary.

We also have posters available. If you have a business and would like one for display, 
please call Sandy Reynolds at 321-543-7532 to arrange for pick up! 

The date has been picked for the Annual 
CFFW Poker Run!

Saturday, May 3, 2014 will be the day 
of the event, so mark it on your calendar 
and come spend the day on the water with 
friends and family!

Stay tuned to www.cffw.org for more 
information on route and rules! 
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Construction Starts on New Cruise Terminal 1 at Port Canaveral
by Space Coast Daily

BOAT RAMPS OPEN, PARKING AREA RELOCATED
 In addition to the two-story terminal, the project will include a 1,400-foot-long berth 

and parking for 1,000 vehicles, also slated to be completed by November 2014. (Port 
Canaveral Image)

BREVARD COUNTY • PORT CANAVERAL, FLORIDA – Construction has begun on 
the new estimated $50.5 million Cruise Terminal 1, the first to be located on the south 
side of Canaveral harbor and that will allow passengers and crew to walk to nearby 
dining and entertainment options for the first time. 

 Current boat ramps at Freddie Patrick Park in the Cove will remain open during 
construction with parking relocated directly south of the current parking area. (Port 
Canaveral image)

Port Canaveral commissioners unanimously approved selection of local firm Ivey’s 
Construction of Merritt Island, Florida to build the 187,500 square foot facility, which is 
scheduled to open in November 2014.

In addition to the two-story terminal, the project will include a 1,400-foot-long berth 
and parking for 1,000 vehicles, also slated to be completed by 
November 2014.

... (Continued on Page 9)
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Construction Starts on New Cruise Terminal 1 at Port Canaveral
(continued from Page 8)

“The new cruise terminal complex will handle the 
largest cruise ships currently sailing as well as the 
6,000-passenger vessels in design,” said Port Canaveral 
officials.

Cruise visitors will be able to walk outside the 
terminal to enjoy Port destination options or depart 
from the terminal and Exploration Tower to enjoy area 
excursions.

John Walsh

“No specific ships are in 
mind, but we will be able to 
accommodate all new ships 
coming for home port and port 
of call, including the Quantum 
coming here in fall 2014 for Port 
of Call visits from New York,” 
said. Port Canaveral CEO John 
E. Walsh

BOAT RAMPS WILL REMAIN OPEN DURING 
CONSTRUCTION

Current boat ramps at Freddie Patrick Park in the 
Cove will remain open during construction with parking 
relocated directly south of the current parking area.

“We are fulfilling our pledge to our community to build a better boat ramp complex to 
continue Port Canaveral’s heritage of recreational fishing and boating for residents and 
visitors,” said Commission Chairman Tom Weinberg. 

This temporary parking will be in place until the new boat ramp facility is constructed 
just west of Jetty Park near the entrance of the Port’s harbor.

Tom Weinberg

“We are fulfilling our pledge to our community to build a better 
boat ramp complex to continue Port Canaveral’s heritage of 
recreational fishing and boating for residents and visitors,” said 
Commission Chairman Tom Weinberg.

The new boat ramp facility is expected to be complete in July 
2014.

“This is an exciting time as we expand our operations to meet the demands of our customers 
and the resulting jobs and economic impact for our community,” said Weinberg. 
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“Catch A Memory”
Radio Show

“Chevy Florida Insider Fishing 
Report” Television Show

The radio show will again be an hour long on 
WMEL 1300-AM, Saturday mornings at 7:35AM – 
9:30AM. The program will be covering the fishing 
action on Florida’s East Coast. Anglers can tune in to 
hear Captain Jim Ross and his cohosts provide the 
latest fishing and new product information. 

Captain Jim Ross has joined a host of other top 
professional guides across the State of Florida on a 
new television show called the “Chevy Florida Insider 
Fishing Report.” The TV show is on the SunSports 
network on Thursday evenings from 5:00PM to 
6:30PM (times vary, check your local TV guide). 
Reporting expert, Captain Jim Ross will bring you 
an up-to-date fishing report from our offshore and 
inshore local waters.

Captain Jim Ross also provides daily reports 
Sunday through Wednesday on the TV shows web-
site:  www.f loridainsiderf ishingreport.com

If you would like to contact Captain Jim Ross, his 
phone number is 321-636-3728 and his web-site is:          
www.f inel inefishingcharters.com. 

If you’re shopping for a boat, be 
cautious of super “deals” — someone 
could be trying to sell you a stolen boat. 
There are a few red flags that should warn 
you of a potential scam. If the asking price 
is unusually low for that make and model 
of boat or the seller is in a rush to sell it 
to you, watch out; “too good to be true” 
usually is. Reference Internet boat listing 
sites to get an idea of the normal range of 
used boat prices for that model.

Buyers should make sure the boat has a 
valid Hull Identification Number (HIN) and 
that the one on the boat matches exactly 
to the HIN on any paperwork such as title 
and registration.

The boat’s registration numbers should 
not appear altered, either on paper or on 
the hull, and both should match. If the 
seller says discrepancies in identification 
are because the boat was sunk, burned 
or rebuilt, be wary. If the seller has only 
photocopied versions of ownership 
documents, or title and registration are 
from out of state, watch out. Likewise, 
if the seller has no title or other proof of 
ownership, walk away from the “deal.” 

Boat Shopping
 

CFFW members are entitled to a full Membership
in BoatUS for only $15 - that's 50% offthe regular
$30 annual dues!

BoatUS and BoatUS ANGLER Member benefits
include Member Rewards at West Marine stores,
discounts at marinas nationwide on fuel, repairs,
and overnight slips, on-the-water Towing
Services, highly-respected Marine Insurance, a
subscription to or

.
BoatUS Magazine BoatUS

ANGLER
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CFFW Member Recognition __________

Bob & Sherry Atkins
Gary & Kelly Haugh
Sandy Reynolds
Doug Jaren
Willie & Peggy Wehrman 
Steven Webster
Jack & Karen Dignan
Robert Behm 
Ron & Lois Dixon 
Don & Linda Ewers
Col. & Mrs. J.C. Farley
Ollie & Sherry Follweiler
Charles & Susan Frazier
Jeff Haggard & Anita Bromberg
Jeff & Anita Haggard
Alston & Kelli Hammons
Keith & Tamasine Houston
Lonnie & Carla Hughes

Scott & Sue Kee
Troy & Genese Launay
Troy & Lisa Lotane
David & Irene Nelson
Don Nesbitt
Tony & Debby Pappas
Ron & Karen Presley
Richard & Patricia Rehm
Jim Ross\Fineline Fishing Charters
Scorpion’s Port Canaveral Marine
Sea Tow Port Canaveral
Jamie Seymour/New England Mfg. Co.
Wayne Stratford
Robin & KathyTurner
Bill & Eileen Wetzel
Robert Wille
Gerd Zeiler

Diamond Level ($100 per year)

Dr, & Mrs. Barry R. 
Barnhart
Skip & Ruth Bateman
Gregory & Patricia Bean 
Howard Bernbaum
Rick & Merry Cleveland 
David DeSouza\D&D 
Marine at the Port, Inc.
Glenn & Sherry DeJong
Don & Annette Doerr
Clark & Becky Fischer
Edward French
Dan & Terri Friedlander
Joe  & Rita Fust
Gus & Bobbie Gostel
Charle & Myrl Gunter
Terry & Patricia Hammond
Henry & Dolores Happel

Bruce & Carol Hess
Frank Jones
John & Diane Kendrick
Chyung M. Kim, MD
Joseph & Faith Kroto
George Legters
Nicholas F. Mancini
Shawn McCoy
Dentis McDaniel
Gordon & Anita Millar
David & Alicia Musalo
Cloud & Frances 
Pawtowski
John & Elizabeth Picardi
Ron & Donna Pritchard
Paul & Francesca Ragusa
Rick Rescott
Chuck Reed

Luis & Jennifer Rivera
James & Carol Rosasco
Alan & Joanne Russo
Cliff & Diana Schommer
Anthony Sidor
Christine Smith
Richard Sproc
Fred Stasio
Sam & Anne Thorpe
Ted & Linda Trainor
Bob & Cookie Tubielewicz 
Robert Veschi
Thumper & Iva Volkmer
Westland Marina/Titusville
Jim & Pam Urick
Jess H. Yates, DMD

Gold Level ($50 per year):

Mandatory Equipment
For Your Boat:

A CFFW Family
Membership!

If you own a boat or live by the water, 
you can’t afford not to join

Citizens For Florida’s Waterways!

 $25 Silver Family  $100 Diamond Family
 $50 Gold Family  $500 Platinum Family
 Donation ($_____)

__________  __________ 
Date   Check

___________________________
Credit Card #

___________________________
Exp. Date

___________________________
Name

___________________________
Address

___________________________
City

__________  __________
State   Zip

___________________________
Phone

___________________________
Email

___________________________
Company

Join by Check OR Credit Card!

Clip and mail to:
Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
PO Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL
32954-1712
info@cffw.org

Or join with your
credit card on our
secure web site at cffw.org

CFFW is a 501(c)4 organization. Donations and 
membership dues are not tax-deductable.

Business Recognition Diamond Level



Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
Post Office Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL 32954-1712

When Does Your

Membership E
xpire?

If you’re not a member... please join.
Your membership dues provide the financial support 

needed to save family boating from the
million-dollar enviro-businesses.

Please join online at cffw.org
or by mailing the enclosed membership form.

Here’s a Hint

Please M
ark Your Calendars

!

 » 3/3/2014 - Board of Directors Meeting: 
6:30PM at Kiwanis Island, Karen Rood 
Building. Open to the public.

 » 3/29 to 3/30/2014 - CFFW 17th Annual 
Marine Fleamarket Fundraiser: At 
Harbortown Marina, Merritt Island.

 » 3/31/2014 - Board of Directors Meeting: 
6:30PM at Kiwanis Island, Karen Rood 
Building. Open to the public.

 » SEE PAGE 2 FOR MORE!


