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Citizens For Florida’s Waterways promotes the need for responsible use of Florida’s 
waterways. Our primary objective is to encourage coexistance among recreational and 
commercial boaters, the marine industry, propery owners and the environment. Citizens For 
Florida’s Waterways advocates education in the safe and considerate use of watercraft with 
respect for our marine environment and conservation.

From Your President/Secretary by Kelly Haugh
The 15th Annual CFFW Flea Market is just around the corner and we are gearing up for the busy weekend!

If you haven’t come out to volunteer or even just walk around the marina during the event, you are missing a great 
time!

Mr. David Heffelbower has generously donated Harbor Town Marina for the last several years for our event, and it 
has made a wonderful location to do such a big event!

We hope to see you out there during the event!

There have been a lot of changes in our meeting attendance in the past couple of years, and it’s getting harder to 
entice people to come out and mingle and listen to our guest speakers.

I’m not sure if it has something to do with the economy, the lack of “the sky is falling” i.e. new slow speed zones, 
or whatever else may be keeping you from attending our meetings, but the Board of Directors has decided at this 
point to use the newsletter and emails as our communication for the time being. Our events will serve as our meetings 
and if there should be something of great importance that we need to get out there, we can send out postcards and/
or emails.

We will continue to have our annual meeting in October and have our elections at that time.

Our newsletters will have the schedule of events listed each issue and all events will also be listed on our website 
at www.cffw.org

If you currently do not receive emails from CFFW, please send an email to info@cffw.org and give your name and 
email address so that we can add you to the email list!

Practice safe boating and we will see you on the water! 

DEP’s Clean Marina Program 
Reaches 250th Designation

by the DEP Press Office
TALLAHASSEE - The Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Clean Marina Program 
yesterday evening designated Sarasota Yacht Club as 
Florida’s 250th Clean Marina.

“We want to congratulate the Sarasota Yacht Club 
on becoming the 250th designated Clean Marina in the 
state,” said DEP’s Director of Sustainable Initiatives Brad 
Stombock. “The dedication and hard work in becoming a 

(Continued on Page 8) Yachts of all sizes anchored
at Sarasota Yacht Club.
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March 24th-25th - 15th Annual Marine Flea Market at HarborTown Marina

April 2nd - CFFW Board of Directors meeting at Kiwanis Island 6 pm. At the 
Community Bldg. at the boat ramp.

April 30th - CFFW Board of Directors meeting at Kiwanis Island 6 pm. At the 
Community Bldg. at the boat ramp.

May 5th - Turkey Creek Waterfest at Goode Park and Castaway Point Park in Palm 
Bay from 11am to 4pm.

May 16th-20th - Super Boat Races at Cocoa Beach and Port Canaveral

May 19th - Kiwanis Island Waterfest 9-1

May 26th - CFFW 17th Annual Poker Run starting at Kelly Park

May 29th - CFFW Board of Directors meeting at Kiwanis Island 6 pm. At the 
Community Bldg. at the boat ramp.

July 2nd - CFFW Board of Directors meeting at Kiwanis Island 6 pm. At the 
Community Bldg. at the boat ramp.

July 20th-22nd - Sebastian/Hiram’s Boat Trip

July 30th - CFFW Board of Directors meeting at Kiwanis Island 6 pm. At the 
Community Bldg. at the boat ramp.

August 27th - CFFW Board of Directors meeting at Kiwanis Island 6 pm. At the 
Community Bldg. at the boat ramp.

September 16th - CFFW Picnic at Kelly Park Lagoon Pavilion

October 1st - CFFW Board of Directors meeting at Kiwanis Island 6 pm. At the 
Community Bldg. at the boat ramp.

October 24th - CFFW Annual meeting with elections

October 29th - CFFW Board of Directors meeting at Kiwanis Island 6 pm. At the 
Community Bldg. at the boat ramp.

December 3rd - CFFW Board of Directors meeting at Kiwanis Island 6 pm. At the 
Community Bldg. at the boat ramp.

Please Mark Your Calendars!
Please call Kelly Haugh at 321-449-0827 for more information.
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CFFW promotes the need for responsible use of Florida waterways.  Our primary objective is to encourage 
coexistence among recreational and commercial boaters, the marine industry, property owners, and the environment.

CFFW advocates education in the safe and considerate use of watercraft with respect for our marine environment 
and conservation. If you would like to receive reimbursement for the class fees charged by the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
or the Cocoa Beach Power Squadron, you can attend a CFFW meeting, present your certificate of completion, and 
receive your reimbursement.

CFFW funds are limited, and we do have a finite amount of money in our scholarship fund, so it is on a first come, 
first served basis.

You can visit our website at www.cffw.org or www.savefamilyboating.com for the location of our events and 
meetings.

You may also contact Kelly Haugh CFFW President at 321-449-0827 for more information.

Enjoy safe boating! 

Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
Boat Safe Reimbursement Program
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Review of Manatee Mortality
by Steven Webster

The proportion of manatee mortality caused by boats is twice as high in counties with FWC 
speed zones compared to counties without FWC speed zones.

Mortality rate (the percent of manatees killed by boat strikes) is lower in counties without Manatee 
Protection Plans (MPPs), or without Fish & Wildlife Commission (FWC) speed zones.

There is a distinct difference between counties with “protection” and those without FWC protection 
(either MPPs or speed zones). FWC speed zones are also seeing watercraft mortality rates decline – while 
the rate is staying steady in counties with speed zones.

In the charts below, the vertical axis shows the percent (%) of total mortality caused by watercraft for 
three time periods: 1976-2000 (predating most speed zones and MPPs); 2001-2010 (implementation of 
zones and plans); and 2006-10, the most recent five-year period for which data is available. The mortality 
rate is generated by dividing watercraft mortality by total mortality.

Interestingly, much of the decline in mortality rates is likely due to a 
dramatic increase in cold stress deaths, a relatively recent phenomenon. 

Cold stress deaths have risen from 4% of total mortality from 1976-2000 
to 15% in 2006-10.  

Because cold stress deaths are now a bigger piece of the whole pie, they 
reduce the size of the other pieces. When the data are corrected by removing 
cold stress deaths, a more accurate picture emerges, showing less of a 
reduction in watercraft mortality rates.

These findings are startling for two reasons.
(Continued on Page 9)

Boat Strike Mortality Rate
as a Percentage of Total Mortality

Boat Strike Mortality Rate With Cold Stress 
Deaths Excluded From Total Deaths
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Please call 772-388-8588 with your reservation and mention Group Code CFFW. There are 5 poolside rooms 
available with one upgrade room in the poolside row, the Jacuzzi room. This is the only room 1st floor poolside that 
will incur the upgrade $139 rate. There are 15 rooms blocked and more will be available until 06/21/12 at these rates.

		  CONTRACTED ROOM RATES:  		  $109.00 + Tax, Standard King or 2 Queen 
								        $129.00 + Tax, King or Queen Poolside 
		  UPGRADES AVAILABLE:			   $139.00 - $149.00+ Tax Riverside Mini Suites
		  TAX:  11%
		  Complimentary Hot Continental Breakfast served from 6:00 to 10:00am daily.

•	 ROOM BLOCK RELEASE: Must have reservations by 06/21/12, when the block will release.
•	 A reservation made after room block release 06/21/12, will be subject to availability and the group rate may not 

apply.
•	 CANCELLATION POLICY: For individual reservations within a group, there is a 48 hour cancellation policy.  

2 days prior to arrival. After this date will result in a cancellation fee equivalent to one room night charged to the 
name on the individual reservation.

•	 A credit card or deposit will be needed at time of check-in for each room for incidentals.
•	 Check-in time: 4 p.m.
•	 Check-out time is 11:00 a.m.

For Dockage reservations please call the Dock master, at 772-589-4345, extension 4 with your Length, Beam 
and Draw.

The rates are $2 per foot with a 25% group discount. Please mention you are coming in with CFFW.

If you are staying on board, there is a $10 power 
hookup fee.

Please make your reservation as soon as possible 
because they have such limited dockage available. 

Sebastian/Hiram’s Boat Trip 2012
Friday – July 20th  thru Sunday – July 22

Please join us this year in our annual Sebastian/Hiram’s boat trip.
Stay tuned to the website for more information as it becomes available.
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DEP’s Clean Marina Program Reaches 250th Designation
by DEP Press Office (Continued from Page 1)

Clean Marina is an accomplishment this 

facil i ty should be proud of, and we’re excited 

to welcome it to our growing Clean Marina 

family.”

The Clean Marina program recognizes 

marinas and boatyards for their commitment 

to the protection of Florida’s waterways 

and natural resources. In addition to Clean 

Marinas, the program consists of 37 Clean 

Boatyards and 16 Clean Retailers as of Jan. 

10, 2012.

The Sarasota Yacht Club demonstrated a 

commitment to environmental stewardship by 

starting a recycling program, offering pumpout 

service and adding a pet sanitation area with 

signage and waste collection bags.

Also, the Club installed a trench drain at its 

boat ramp, which captures runoff water from 

boats before it enters the water body. Manatee 

signs and hurricane preparation have been 

added to the lease agreement. The marina 

continues to educate staff on clean marina 

safety.

“The Sarasota Yacht Club takes an active 

role in protecting Florida’s natural resources 

by hosting annual fundraisers to support 

oyster reef restoration projects in Sarasota 

Bay,” said DEP Southwest District Director 

Gary Colecchio.

There are seven steps to designation, which 

a verif ied in a confirmation visit from team 

of Florida Clean Marina Program and Clean 

Boating Partnership representatives once 

criteria have been met. A DEP representative 

also visits the facil i ty to verify the marina’s 

Action Plan. 

“We are pleased to receive this important 

certif ication,” said Bernhard G. Kloppenburg, 

the general manager of Sarasota Yacht Club. 

“Our members share our interest in engaging 

in environmentally sound practices and we 

all recognize the role we play in protecting 

Florida’s waterways.” 

Other designated marinas in Sarasota 

County include: Crow’s Nest Marina, Gulf 

Harbor Marina, Hyatt Regency Sarasota 

Marina, Marina Jack and Venice Yacht Club. 

Established in 2000, the Florida Clean Marina 

Program is a voluntary, non-regulatory 

designation program that acknowledges and 

rewards environmentally conscious marine 

facil i t ies. 
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First is that proponents of speed zones have 
long argued that, without zones, the proportion 
of manatee mortality caused by boats would be 
rising, as there are more boats on the water 
(or at least registered) today than in the past, 
thereby increasing the risk of a manatee being 
struck by a boat.

The numbers say exactly the opposite. 
In counties without speed zones, the rate of 
watercraft mortality is dropping, not increasing.

The second observation is surprising: no 
one has examined the available data in this 
manner before. As has often been the case, 
current science about manatees originated not 
with regulatory agencies, but with boaters:

•	 Manatee acoustics (how well they hear 
boats), conducted by Dr Ed Gerstein and funded 
in part by Citizens For Florida’s Waterways

•	 Forensic pathology (analyzing propeller 
marks to determine the size of a striking vessel), 
by James Wood, funded in part by Citizens For 
Florida’s Waterways

•	 Correlating manatee abundance to 
visual surveys and modeling, by Tom Fraser, 
funded by Coastal Conservation Association, 
and by Tom McGill, supported by Citizens For 
Florida’s Waterways

•	 This analysis of vessel mortality, by 
Steven Webster (the author) and supported by 
Citizens For Florida’s Waterways

After years of struggle to have his work 
recognized, Dr Gerstein finally received 
permission from the US Fish & Wildlife Service 
to test the alarm he created that warns manatees 
of approaching boats.

FWC once flatly rejected Woods’ premise, 
but a version of his method is now used by 
FWC’s pathology lab, and revealed (as many 
had suspected) that large vessels traveling at 
slow speed are responsible for many manatee 
boat deaths.

Manatee abundance modeling has been 
heavily revised, and now shows that manatee 
population is growing throughout in Florida.

Next steps: There is a clear need to finally 
determine whether or not speed zones work – 
and if they do, in what configuration.

All records used in this review are from the 
online FWC manatee mortality database. 

Review of Manatee Mortality
by Steven Webster (Continued from Page 4)
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“Catch A Memory”
Radio Show

“Chevy Florida Insider Fishing 
Report” Television Show

The radio show will again be 

an hour long on WMEL 1300-AM, 

Saturday mornings at 8:00AM 

– 9:00AM. The program will be 

covering the fishing action on 

Florida’s East Coast. Anglers can 

tune in to hear Jim and his cohosts 

provide you the latest fishing and 

new product information. 

Capt. Jim has joined a host of other 
top professional guides across the 
State of Florida on a new television 
show called the “Chevy Florida 
Insider Fishing Report.” The TV 
show is on the SunSports network 
on Thursday evenings from 5:00PM 
to 6:30PM. Reporting expert, Capt. 
Jim will bring you an up-to-date 
fishing report from our offshore and 
inshore local waters.

Capt. Jim also provides daily 
reports Sunday through Wednesday 
on the TV shows web-site: 
www.f lor idainsiderf ishingreport .
com

If you would like to contact Capt. 
Jim, his phone number is 321-636-
3728 and his web-site is:
w w w. f i n e l i n e f i s h i n g c h a r t e r s .
com. 
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CFFW Member Recognition __________

Robert Behm 
Don Nesbitt
Ron & Lois Dixon 
Don & Linda Ewers
Col. & Mrs. J.C. Farley
Oliver & Sherry Follweiler
Charles & Susan Frazier
Jeff Haggard & Anita Bromberg
Jeff & Anita Haggard
Alston & Kelli Hammons
Keith & Tamasine Houston
Doug Jaren
Scott & Sue Kee
Troy & Genese Launay
Paul & Tammarra Mycoskie

David & Irene Nelson
Tony & Debby Pappas
Ron & Karen Presley
Richard & Patricia Rehm
Jim Ross\Fineline Fishing Charters
Scorpion’s Port Canaveral Marine
Sea Tow Port Canaveral
Jamie Seymour/New England Mfg.Co.
Dalton & Connie Tucker/C.O.D.
  Outboard Marine
Robin & KathyTurner
Willie & Peggy Wehrman 
Bill & Eileen Wetzel
Robert Wille
Gerd Zeiler

Bob & Sherry Atkins
Dr, & Mrs. Barry R. Barnhart
Skip & Ruth Bateman
Gregory & Patricia Bean 
Rick & Merry Cleveland 
David DeSouza\D&D Marine 
at the Port, Inc.
Don & Annette Doerr
David & Nancy Duncan
William Eells
Edward French
Stephen Ferguson
Florida Sport Fishing Assoc.
Dan & Terri Friedlander
Joe  & Rita Fust
Gus & Bobbie Gostel
Charle & Myrl Gunter
Terry & Patricia Hammond
Henry & Dolores Happel
Bruce & Carol Hess
Lonnie & Carla Hughes

Frank Jones
John & Diane Kendrick
Mike & Bev Kennedy
Chyung M. Kim, MD
Joseph & Faith Kroto
Troy & Lisa Lotane
Nicholas F. Mancini
Peggy Mathews
Dentis McDaniel
Gordon & Anita Millar
David & Alicia Musalo
Chuck & Gale Nelson
CDR Albert J. Pappas
Dave & Patricia Pasley
John & Elizabeth Picardi
Matthew Prewitt
Ron & Donna Pritchard
Paul & Francesca Ragusa
Rick Rescott
Chuck Reed
Luis & Jen Rivera

Michael & Jeanette Roberts
James & Carol Rosasco
Bill & Kim Rouse
Sheldon Rutherford
Alan & Joanne Russo
Anthony Sidor
Christine Smith
Richard Sproc
Fred Stasio
Orson Tarver
Sam & Anne Thorpe
Ted & Linda Trainor
Bob & Cookie Tubielewicz 
Robert Veschi
Thumper & Iva Volkmer
Steven Webster
David & Anne Wentworth
Westland Marina/Titusville
Jess H. Yates, DMD

Diamond Level ($100 per year)

Gold Level ($50 per year):

Mandatory Equipment
For Your Boat:

A CFFW Family
Membership!

If you own a boat or live by the water, 
you can’t afford not to join

Citizens For Florida’s Waterways!

 $25 Silver Family	 $100 Diamond Family
 $50 Gold Family	 $500 Platinum Family
 Donation ($_____)

__________		  __________ 
Date			   Check

___________________________
Credit Card #

___________________________
Exp. Date

___________________________
Name

___________________________
Address

___________________________
City

__________		  __________
State			  Zip

___________________________
Phone

___________________________
Email

___________________________
Company

Join by Check OR Credit Card!

Clip and mail to:
Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
PO Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL
32954-1712
info@cffw.org

Or join with your
credit card on our
secure web site at cffw.org

CFFW is a 501(c)4 organization. Donations and 
membership dues are not tax-deductable.

Business Recognition Diamond Level
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Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
Post Office Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL 32954-1712

When Does Your

Membership E
xpire?

If you’re not a member... please join.
Your membership dues provide the financial support 

needed to save family boating from the
million-dollar enviro-businesses.

Please join online at cffw.org
or by mailing the enclosed membership form.

Here’s a Hint

Mar. 24-25: 15th Annual Marine Flea Market

May 5: Turkey Creek Waterfest at Goode Park

May 16-20: Super Boat Races

May 19: Kiwanis Island Waterfest 9-1

May 26: CFFW 17th Annual Poker Run at Kelly Park

Jul. 20-22: Sebastian/Hiram’s Boat Trip

Sep. 16: CFFW Picnic at Kelly Park Lagoon Pavilion

Oct. 24: CFFW Annual meeting with elections

(More on Page 2)

Please M
ark Your Calendars

!
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