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THE MANATEE FORUM 

The Forum has now reached its ten-year anniversary.  CFFW is a charter member and continues to be a 

voice for reasonable manatee management approaches.

The usual February bi-annual meeting of the Forum was postponed to accommodate completion and 

reporting of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Biological Assessment of the manatee.  Two 

SULPDU\�DQDO\VHV�ZHUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�EH�FRPSOHWHG�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW���7KH�¿UVW�LV�DQ�$GXOW�6XUYLYDO�
Rate estimate and the 2nd, which requires input from the previous, is the Core Biological Model.  The USFWS 

%LRORJLFDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�WKH�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDQDWHH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�(QGDQJHUHG�6SHFLHV�$FW�
�(6$��

Therefore the expectation for this meeting of the Forum was to hear the latest progress and status of the 

ORQJ�DZDLWHG�86):6�GRZQ�OLVW�HIIRUW���7KH�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�KRVWHG�LQ�7DOODKDVVHH�DW�WKH�RI¿FHV�RI�)ORULGD�)LVK�DQG�
Wildlife Commission (FWC).

FEDERAL REPORTING
7KH�¿UVW�LWHP�RQ�WKH�DJHQGD�ZDV�LQGHHG�D�VXPPDU\�RI�WKH�$GXOW�6XUYLYDO�5DWH�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�DQG�

modeling provided by Dr. KB Langtimm of the US Geological Service.  This assessment is a look back through 

the historical data up to the present.  The consensus is that the adult survival rate is hovering around 95%, 

ZKLFK�LV�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�D�9(5<�KHDOWK\�SRSXODWLRQ�

The second item was a summary of the results from the Core Biological Model from Dr. Mike Runge, also 

from USGS.  The bottom line is that the population is healthy and thriving and the predictive results of the 

modeling, from the most conservative perspective indicate that there is no reason to fear the population is in 

any threat of decline.  

The conclusion is that the 2013 Biological Assessment of the manatee is more positive than the conclusion 

from the 2007 assessment.  The manatee population is a vital, thriving, ever increasing and predicted to 

FRQWLQXH�WR�GR�VR���7KHUH�LV�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�IXUWKHU�GHOD\�GRZQ�OLVWLQJ�(;&(37�IRU�WKH�LQHSWQHVV�RI�WKH�IHGHUDO�
JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RI�LWV�¿HOG�HPSOR\HHV���8QIRUWXQDWHO\��EXGJHWDU\�
LVVXHV��LQFOXGLQJ�VHTXHVWUDWLRQ��ZHUH�FLWHG�DV�WKH�UHDVRQ�WR�SXW�GRZQ�OLVWLQJ�RQ�LQGH¿QLWH�KROG�

So in essence we can’t afford make the decision to stop spending additional funds that we can’t afford on a 

problem that doesn’t exist.  Ain’t government wonderful?

2Q�D�SRVLWLYH�QRWH��WKH�VDPH�ODFN�RI�IXQGLQJ�ZDV�FLWHG�IRU�WKH�KDELWDW�UHFODVVL¿FDWLRQ�DFWLYLW\�WKDW�ZDV�
requested by a consortium of environmentally motivated organizations. ... (Continued on Page 3)
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 » 7/29/2013 - CFFW Board Meeting: 10AM at Kiwanis Island, 

Karen Rood Building. Open to the public.

 » 9/9/2013 - CFFW Board Meeting: 10AM at Kiwanis Island, 

Karen Rood Building. Open to the public.

 » ������������&)):�0HPEHUVKLS�3LFQLF����$0��30�DW�.HOO\�
3DUN��/DJRRQ�3DYLOLRQ���

Please Mark Your Calendars!
3OHDVH�FDOO�.HOO\�+DXJK�DW��������������IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

Newsletter Delivery Mode
E-Newsletters Now Available

CFFW is offering all members the option to receive all future 

newsletters by email instead of a hard copy by mail. The Board of 

Directors have reviewed the expense logs for the past few years 

to determine where we could save money and this is the biggest 

expense we have.  

If you wish to save your club money on printing and postage, 

please reply to info@cffw.org and we will add you to the email 

OLVW� IRU� \RXU� QHZVOHWWHUV��<RX�ZLOO� UHFHLYH� DQ� HPDLO� VWDWLQJ� \RXU�
(�1HZVOHWWHU� LV� UHDG\� IRU� YLHZLQJ�� � ,I� DW� DQ\� WLPH� \RX� ZLVK� WR�
receive the hardcopy again, just send us a note at the same email 

and you will again receive the hardcopy.

<RX�FDQ�YLHZ�WKH�VDPH�H[DFW�YHUVLRQ�RQOLQH�DW�CFFW.org and 

click on “newsletters” tab and the issue you would like to view. �
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CFFW promotes the need for responsible use of Florida waterways. Our primary objective is to encourage 

coexistence among recreational and commercial boaters, the marine industry, property owners, and the 

environment. CFFW advocates education in the safe and considerate use of watercraft with respect for our 

marine environment and conservation. 

If you would like to receive reimbursement for the class fees charged by the Coast Guard Auxiliary or the 

&RFRD�%HDFK�3RZHU�6TXDGURQ��\RX�FDQ�DWWHQG�D�&)):�PHHWLQJ��SUHVHQW�\RXU�FHUWLILFDWH�RI�FRPSOHWLRQ��DQG�
receive your reimbursement.

CFFW funds are limited, and we do have a finite amount of money in our scholarship fund, so it is on a first 

come, first served basis, and as noted above this is for the Basic Safe Boating class only.

<RX�FDQ�YLVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�DW�www.cffw.org or www.savefamilyboating.com for the location of our events and 

meetings.

<RX�PD\�DOVR�FRQWDFW�.HOO\�+DXJK�&)):�3UHVLGHQW�DW��������������IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
(QMR\�VDIH�ERDWLQJ���

Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
Boat Safe Reimbursement Program

Today at the Forum
(continued from Page 1)

FLORIDA (FWC) REPORTING
):&�LV�VWLOO�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�&KDUORWWH�&RXQW\�DQG�'XYDO�&RXQW\�WR�GHYHORS�WKHLU�LQLWLDO�0DQDWHH�3URWHFWLRQ�

3ODQV��033����,Q�DGGLWLRQ�D�SURSRVDO�IRU�UXOHPDNLQJ�IRU�SURWHFWLRQ��VSHHG��]RQHV�LQ�3LQHOODV�&RXQW\�FRQWLQXHV�
to be on the table but is not moving forward at this time

7KH\�DOVR�UHSRUWHG�WKH�SURJUHVV�RI�)3/�SRZHU�SODQW�FRQYHUVLRQV���$V�PRVW�RI�\RX�NQRZ�E\�QRZ��WKH�
Cape Canaveral plant is complete and on line.  The Riviera Beach plant is in conversion and expected to be 

FRPSOHWH�LQ�-XQH��������7KH�3RUW�(YHUJODGHV�SODQW�FRQYHUVLRQ�EHJLQV�ODWHU�WKLV�\HDU���8QIRUWXQDWHO\��DOO�RI�
these newly designed and constructed plants will continue to thermally pollute the waterways.  I asked about 

D�UXPRU�WKDW�WKH�2UODQGR�8WLOLWLHV�5HOLDQW�VLWH�LQ�3RUW�6W�-RKQ�LV�EHLQJ�FRQVLGHUHG�IRU�UHDFWLYDWLRQ�DQG�VWURQJO\�
recommended that if and when that permit comes to FWC, they strongly consider not permitting additional 

ZDUP�ZDWHU�RXWÀRZ���$OO�&)):�PHPEHUV�DUH�DVNHG�WR�VWDQG�ZDWFK�IRU�DQ\�DFWLYLW\�UHODWHG�WR�WKLV�6LWH�

FWC has undertaken the task to update and combine speed zone maps including state, federal and 

boating safety zones.   At this point, these are standalone FWC charts.  In all, 27 Florida counties have 

manatee speed zones.  21 of these also have boating safety zones and 8 of these have federal manatee 

VSHHG�]RQHV���7KHVH�FRPELQHG�FKDUWV�ZRXOG�EH�YDOXDEOH�WR�ERDWHUV���+DYLQJ�WUDYHOHG�WKURXJK�XQIDPLOLDU�
ZDWHUV�DQG�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�PRVW�RI�XV�ZKR�GR�VR�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�XVH�RXU�*36��,�DVNHG�ZK\�WKH�HIIRUW�ZDV�QRW�
EHLQJ�FRRUGLQDWHG�ZLWK�12$$�QDYLJDWLRQDO�FKDUWLQJ�VLQFH�D�*36�RYHUOD\�ZRXOG�EH�HYHQ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�DQ\�

signage or additional paper chart for those of us who 

XVH�*36���,PDJLQH�\RXU�*36�RYHUOD\�ZRXOG�EH�HYHQ�
better.  

While the state did not readily accept the input 

they did respond that a private company that is 

pursuing the production of a phone application that 

ZRXOG�LQFOXGH�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�±�KRSHIXOO\�LQ�D�*36�
supported mapping application.  Once again, I am 

asking the membership to watch for any information 

with respect to this phone app and pass it on. �
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+RZ�WR�%HDFK�<RXU�%RDW�
by Michael Vatalaro

Beaching, rather than anchoring, to swim or go ashore can be a great way to temporarily secure your boat, 

if you do it the right way.

In many parts of the country, boaters gather on beaches and sandbars to swim and socialize. Beaching your 

boat to take part seems simple enough to do, but in order to make sure your boat is A) still there when you’re 

ready to go, and B) still able to float at that time, it’s important to take a few precautions.

Know Your Bottom

While most of the popular spots have sandy bottoms because it’s comfortable for swimming, some places 

have soft mud or muck bottoms that can trap a boat in place, particularly on a falling tide. Which brings us to 

Step 2.

7,3�5HPHPEHU�HYHU\�EHDFK�LV�GLIIHUHQW��DQG�MXVW�EHFDXVH�\RX¶YH�GRQH�WKLV�����WLPHV�DW�\RXU�ORFDO�VDQG\�
shore, it doesn’t mean the one three miles downwind is the same. Stay alert to the terrain, waves, and weather, 

and act appropriately, including abandoning the plan and putting out an anchor, or moving on somewhere else if 

your gut and the elements say it’s not safe.

Know Thy Tide Chart

There is no surer way to meet your local TowBoatUS captain than by running up on a beach at high tide. By 

the same token, an incoming tide can lift a securely beached boat and carry it off, if you’re not paying attention. 

And just because you boat on a lake or river system, don’t think you’re off the hook. Sudden changes in wind 

GLUHFWLRQ�FDQ�SXVK�ZDWHU�DZD\�IURP�D�VKRUH��RU�SLOH� LW�XS�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�UHVXOW��3RS�XS�WKXQGHUVWRUPV�VWUDQG�
boats every year on both tidal and nontidal waters by quickly building up wind and wave action that drive boats 

ashore before their owners can move them to deeper water.

Come In SLOW

A lot of boaters seem to think they need momentum to push the boat up on the beach or sandbar. Coming in 

much faster than dead slow only guarantees the sand will scratch up the gelcoat on your keel that much more. 

A smarter approach is to only motor in to where the water is waist deep, turn off the engine, trim the motor or 

outdrive all the way up, and then have a crew member go over the side to walk the boat to the desired location 

with a bow line.

Park So You Can Leave Again

With a favorable (incoming) tide and a protected location with little or no wave or wake action, veteran 

sandbar enthusiasts will pull the boat inshore until the keel under the bow firmly nudges bottom, and then take 

the anchor to the beach or further inshore to provide tension to keep the keel against the sand. But this leaves the 

stern of the boat vulnerable to being swamped by wakes, or for wind or wave action to push the boat parallel to 

the beach. If the entire keel ends up resting on the sand, it can be difficult to get the boat back into deeper water.

A better method is to march the bow in till the water is just over your knees, and then spin the boat 180 

GHJUHHV�VR�WKDW�WKH�ERZ�IDFHV�RXW�WRZDUG�WKH�GHHS�ZDWHU��ODUJHU�ERDWV�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�PRUH�GUDIW���<RX�FDQ�WKHQ�ZDON�
RU�VZLP�DQ�DQFKRU�RXW�WR�GHHS�ZDWHU��$1'�GHSOR\�RQH�RU�WZR�VWHUQ�DQFKRUV�RU�VDQG�VSLNHV�RQ�WKH�EHDFK�WR�NHHS�
the boat pointed the correct direction.

Hear The Music

Wave action against the bow won’t be an issue, and this has the added benefit of giving you and the crew 

easy access to the boat via the stern, and usually makes it easier to hear the stereo, too. When you are ready to 

go, pull up the stern anchors, get aboard, and pull the boat to deeper water using the anchor rode. �
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What is the Manatee’s Contribution to the Health of the Lagoon?
 

By now many of you have observed first hand or read one or more of the articles in Florida Sportsman 

or Florida Today about the deteriorating condition of the lagoon system here in Brevard.  Some of the 

observations and statistics are no less than alarming.  What’s worse is that all of the experts have 

been unable to pinpoint the exact cause of the decline.  The easy observations are the unexplained 

deaths this year of over 100 manatees, more than 25 dolphin, upwards of 250 pelicans, hundreds of 

fish of various species and an almost complete collapse of the blue crab population.  In addition, 10s 

of thousands of acres of seagrass have vanished and a series of unprecedented algae blooms have 

occurred since 2011.  In fact, the Today paper, quoting the St John’s Water Management District as the 

source, states that 131,000 acres of seagrass, from Scotsmoor to Vero Beach, have been lost in the 

last two and a half years.

Basically, the seagrass has been replaced by floating algae masses of various species – both micro 

and macro.  These algae have the continuing detrimental affect on the seagrass by blocking sunlight 

and continuing to further reduce the grass.  While we here on east Merritt Island are enjoying a summer 

where the water clarity is better than the last several years, the Mosquito Lagoon has turned reddish 

brown from algae.  Both areas however, share a common observation – a significant loss of seagrass.  

While the scientists are convinced that the unexplained algae bloom in the northern lagoon system is 

the cause of the loss of seagrass, that explanation does not apply to the Banana River areas here in 

central Brevard.  So the search for the root cause and effect needs to be broadened. 

This past Sunday, Today had another article in the series focusing on a floating algae mass called 

*UDFLODULD�RU�UHG�GULIW�DOJDH�LQ�6KRUW\¶V�3RFNHW�VRXWK�RI�0LQXWHPDQ�&DXVHZD\�LQ�WKH�%DQDQD�5LYHU���<RX�
all know it as the really stinky stuff that floats to the shoreline and makes life really unpleasant.  Again, 

the scientists interviewed pointed to runoff and septic tanks as the cause of the algae bloom, which 

they in turn believe is the cause of the loss of seagrass.  It is this algae species that has been found in 

the digestive tract of many of the dead manatee.  Since the usual seagrass diet has been diminished, 

the manatee have taken to eating the algae.  The otherwise healthy and not underweight animals are 

nonetheless dying.  This is leading the scientists to theorize that there may be a harmful toxin in the 

algae mass that is killing those manatee not finding adequate seagrass to eat and desperate enough 

to eat the algae. ... (Continued on Page 7)
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What is the Manatee’s Contribution to the Health of the Lagoon?
(continued from Page 5)

Many of us have observed a significant increase or resurgence in the mullet population not seen for 

many years.  Is it possible that the mullet are thriving on the algae mass?  Could the mullet be ingesting 

this same unidentified toxin and then carrying that toxin into the digestive tracts of the dolphin and 

pelicans and predator fish unlucky enough to find contaminated mullet for natural diet?  If so, the algae 

would truly be the root cause of the unusual carnage of lagoon species and the deterioration of the 

lagoon itself.  Finding the cause of the algae bloom may be the most critical research affecting Brevard 

County in our lifetime.

Of course, we have many environmental scientists whose bias is to always find the blame in human 

activity.  Their prevailing theories on the cause of the problem are runoff and septic tanks.  There is 

MXVW�RQH�SUREOHP�ZLWK�ERWK�RI�WKRVH�WKHRULHV�±�+RZ�PDQ\�VHSWLF�WDQNV�DQG�KRZ�PXFK�UXQRII�RFFXUV�
in Mosquito Lagoon where the algae bloom is most significant and there is no human population?  

When asked for alternative theories, one scientist proffered that the algae bloom also “thrives near bird 

islands, feeding off all the fowl waste,” but continued to state that in examining the nitrogen content (the 

critical element in plant growth) in the algae mass typically forms “after passing through a long digestive 

tract such as a human’s.”

Brevard County has been on a runoff reduction campaign for several years.  One should be able 

to assume this has resulted in a significant reduction in the runoff over that same time.  There are 

estimated to be 90,000 septic tanks in Brevard.  Most of these tanks are not close enough to the lagoon 

to leak or leach into it.  There is no question that both of these potential problems need to be improved 

and resolved.

So we come to the question posed by this article.  Where does the manatee fit in all of this?  Is 

the manatee an innocent victim of a man-made 

problem or a potential contributor to a problem 

man is left to fix?  I think both.

The manatee is the innocent victim of a 

management approach bent on the theory that 

more is better.  This management approach 

allowed, even required a known gross abuse of 

sound environmental principles, by permitting 

power plants around the state (specifically those 

in Brevard) to fill the lagoon with as much warm 

water as possible during the cooler winter months.  

Realizing manatee are susceptible to stress and 

potentially death in waters less than 68F, the 

power plants were asked to maintain the warm 

water outflows that were outlawed by the Clean 

Water Act of the mid-70s. ... (Continued on Page 8)
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What is the Manatee’s Contribution to the Health of the Lagoon?
(continued from Page 7)

In the 80s, when the state and federal governments started shutting down navigational channels 

and recreational boating areas because of a few manatee deaths, we asked some basic wildlife 

PDQDJHPHQW�TXHVWLRQV�IRU�ZKLFK�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�DQVZHUV���/LNH���+RZ�PDQ\�PDQDWHH�DUH�WKHUH"��+RZ�
PDQ\�PDQDWHH�DUH�HQRXJK"��+RZ�UHVLOLHQW� LV� WKH�PDQDWHH�SRSXODWLRQ� WR�ZDWHUFUDIW�PRUWDOLW\"� �+RZ�
many acres of seagrass does it take to support a manatee?  What is the carrying capacity of the local 

DUHD"��+RZ�PDQ\�PDQDWHH�LV�WRR�PDQ\"��:KLOH�WKH�VXVWDLQDEOH�SRSXODWLRQ�UHODWHG�TXHVWLRQV�KDYH�KDG�
some significant research and results (all favorable – by the way), regulators have never strayed from 

the “more is better” approach to manatee management.  In fact, we don’t hear about management 

nearly as often as we hear about protection – also known as restricting recreational boating.

Due to this man-induced change to its natural migration habits, the manatee population in Brevard 

has changed over the years from a couple hundred seasonal residents, that sought warm waters to the 

south in the cooler months, to a population in excess of 1100 year round resident manatees.  Most of 

WKHVH�ILQG�WKHUH�ZD\�WR�WKH�ZDUP�ZDWHU�RXWIORZV�IURP�WKH�SRZHU�SODQWV�QHDU�3RUW�6W�-RKQ���%XW�WKHVH�ODVW�
two winters have been so mild that the conditions for aerial population surveys (that is – large numbers 

in small areas – warm water) have not been met.  

Consequently, here at the dead end (in an area 75’ x 300’) of the northernmost residential canal 

on Merritt Island we had between 50 and 75 manatee all winter long.  Since there is absolutely no 

vegetation, nor warm or fresh water sources in the canal to attract this group, we wonder if this has 

been typical of many canals throughout the county.  One can only conjecture what will happen next year 

or the year after or beyond, when we get a sudden and drastic cold spell.  Will these animals survive or 

EH�DEOH�WR�VZLP�WR�VDIHW\�DQG�FURZG�LQWR�3RUW�6W�-RKQ"

So if we are going to classify the manatee as an innocent victim, it is not the victim of man-caused 

runoff and septic – but man’s mismanagement, most notably the unnatural changes to its historical 

migratory habits by the introduction of man-made sources of warm water.

One thing is clear.  Manatees have a healthy appetite and a very active long digestive system.  They 

KDYH�QR�LQFLVRUV�LQ�WKHLU�MDZV���,Q�IDFW�WKH\�RQO\�KDYH�PRODUV�DORQJ�WKH�VLGHV�WR�WKH�UHDU���+RZ�GR�WKH\�HDW�
seagrass? They pull on it.  Some of it breaks, but the strong blades in the strongest plants clearly pull the 

roots along with it.  While this may not kill the grass plant, it certainly lengthens its recovery.   We know 

that the manatee release pens along the KSC/

CCAFS causeway were abandoned as a failure 

due to the fact the one or two manatee were able 

to destroy the grass beds the pens were built on.  

We also know that there is a proposed project in 

7DPSD�%D\�QHDU�WKH�7(&2�3RZHU�3ODQW�WR�UHSODQW�
and replenish seagrass that will take place within 

fenced areas to protect the grass from manatees.

... (Continued on Page 9)
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What is the Manatee’s Contribution to the Health of the Lagoon?
(continued from Page 8)

Those of us along the central Banana River can quickly observe that while our water is clear, and 

sunlight is reaching as far as 6 to 7 feet below the surface, our seagrass is significantly reduced.  Is this 

the result of an algae bloom?

Let’s take another look at the relationship between algae bloom and seagrass loss. Could the loss 

RI�VHDJUDVV�EH�FDXVLQJ�WKH�DOJDH�EORRP"��&RQVLGHU�WKH�QXPEHUV���:H�NQRZ�WKHUH�DUH�$7�/($67������
manatee living and thriving in Brevard.  We counted nearly that many 3 years ago.  We know that 

manatees consume, on average, somewhere between 40 and 150 lbs of seagrass each day.  We also 

know that left unmolested, a healthy acre of seagrass can produce up to 10 tons of seagrass each 

year.  So running the numbers, each manatee consumes somewhere on the order of  7  to 27 tons of 

VHDJUDVV�LQ�D�VLQJOH�\HDU���1RZ�LI�WKH�FRQVXPSWLRQ�ZDV�VXFK�WKDW�WKH�VHDJUDVV�ZDV�OHIW�XQPROHVWHG��
this would not in itself be alarming.  But, if the bed is no longer able to produce, the impact of a single 

manatee might be the equivalent of somewhere between a half acre and 3 acres of seagrass beds 

destroyed per year per animal.  What’s worse is due to the inherent damage to the bed, the affect is 

somewhat cumulative.  Considering the 1100+ animals in Brevard, one can conservatively estimate that 

somewhere between 500 and 3000 acres of seagrass have been destroyed since 2011.  Of course this 

is not as significant when compared to the estimated 31,600 acres of seagrass lost from Scottsmoor to 

Vero and that is about as far as this argument gets with our man-blaming environmental scientists, but 

that is not the end of the story.  

What happens to the 7 to 27 tons of seagrass each of these 1100 manatees eat each year.  Just like 

humans, it passes through a long digestive tract and the great majority of it is passed directly back in to 

WKH�ZDWHU���1R�VHHSLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�JURXQG��1R�ILOWHULQJ����7KDW¶V�ULJKW��WKHVH�PDQDWHH�PD\�KDYH�WXUQHG�
VRPHZKHUH�EHWZHHQ�������WR��������7216�RI�VHDJUDVV�(9(5<�<($5�LQWR�H[DFWO\�WKH�IUHH�IORDWLQJ�
nutrients found in the algae bloom.  We can leave it to the scientists to determine the percentage of 

intake vs. output of the manatee digestive tract and the exact chemical composition of manatee feces.  

Comparatively, a full 1/3 of the 90,000 septic tanks in Brevard would have to leak a ton of raw sewage 

directly into the lagoon to match this nutrient source.  So in essence, are the manatees converting 

seagrass to algae?  Which, in turn is killing more seagrass?  What is the cumulative affect of all this?  

What can we do to fix it? ... (Continued on Page 10)
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³&DWFK�$�0HPRU\´
Radio Show

“Chevy Florida Insider Fishing 
5HSRUW´�7HOHYLVLRQ�6KRZ

The radio show will again be an hour long on 

:0(/� �����$0�� 6DWXUGD\� PRUQLQJV� DW� ����$0� ±�
����$0�� 7KH� SURJUDP� ZLOO� EH� FRYHULQJ� WKH� ILVKLQJ�
DFWLRQ�RQ�)ORULGD¶V�(DVW�&RDVW��$QJOHUV�FDQ�WXQH�LQ�WR�
hear Captain Jim Ross and his cohosts provide the 

latest fishing and new product information. �

Captain Jim Ross has joined a host of other top 

professional guides across the State of Florida on a 

new television show called the “Chevy Florida Insider 

Fishing Report.” The TV show is on the SunSports 

QHWZRUN� RQ� 7KXUVGD\� HYHQLQJV� IURP� ����30� WR�
����30� �WLPHV� YDU\�� FKHFN� \RXU� ORFDO� 79� JXLGH���
Reporting expert, Captain Jim Ross will bring you 

an up-to-date fishing report from our offshore and 

inshore local waters.

Captain Jim Ross also provides daily reports 

Sunday through Wednesday on the TV shows web-

VLWH���www.floridainsiderf ishingreport.com

If you would like to contact Captain Jim Ross, his 

SKRQH�QXPEHU� LV��������������DQG�KLV�ZHE�VLWH� LV�����������
www.finel inefishingcharters.com. �

What is the Manatee’s Contribution...
(continued from Page 9)

We can stop polluting the river with warm 

water.  What will happen to the manatees that 

have grown dependent on it? We can only hope 

that some of them will resume their natural and 

instinctive migration to warmer waters to the 

south.  Some of them will not survive, but some 

of them are already eating toxic algae and dying 

because they can no longer find seagrass to eat.  

Those that survive may indeed be healthier.  

But if the manatee return to migration, and the 

local manatee population decreases, we won’t be 

needing to fence off areas in a futile attempt to 

grow and protect a few acres of seagrass to band-

aid a problem rather than fix it.  Wouldn’t a healthy 

naturally behaving manatee population be more 

resilient than a larger unhealthy population?  Isn’t 

this a localized classic example of a population 

outgrowing its environment?  Aren’t the other 

species that live in the lagoon and the lagoon 

itself just as important as the manatee?  So while 

we were trying to save the species with a more is 

better management philosophy, have we hugged 

it to death in Brevard?

What’s worse, how long can the lagoon, and 

all the other species that call it home survive, if 

we don’t?  Don’t get me wrong.  I am not placing 

WKH�EODPH�RQ�WKH�PDQDWHH���(YHQ�LI�WKH�PDQDWHH�
is negatively contributing in a significant way to 

the health of the lagoon, we humans are still to 

blame.  But it just might be the humans whose job 

it is to protect the environment as opposed to your 

average everyday resident living near and along 

the lagoon and trying their best to do their part to 

preserve our corner of paradise. �

CFFWmembers are entitled to a fullMembership
in BoatUS for only $15 - that's 50% �ơthe regular
$30annualdues!

BoatUS and BoatUS ANGLER Member ����Ƥ��
includeMember Rewards at West Marine stores,
discounts at marinas nationwide on fuel, repairs,
and overnight slips, on-the-water Towing
Services, highly-respected Marine Insurance, a
subscription to or

.
BoatUS Magazine BoatUS

ANGLER
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&)):�0HPEHU�5HFRJQLWLRQ�BBBBBBBBBB

Don & Linda Ewers
Col. & Mrs. J.C. Farley
Ollie & Sherry Follweiler
Charles & Susan Frazier
Alston & Kelli Hammons
Keith & Tamasine Houston
Doug Jaren
Troy & Genese Launay
George & Majel Legters
Troy & Lisa Lotane
Paul & Tammarra Mycoskie
Nautical Spirits Bar & Grill
Don Nesbitt

Ron & Karen Presley
Jim Ross / Fineline Fishing Charters
Cliff & Diana Schommer
Scorpion’s Port Canaveral Marine
Sea Tow Port Canaveral
Jamie Seymour / New England Mfg. Co.
Wayne Stratford
Dalton & Connie Tucker / C.O.D. Outboard 
Marine
Robin & KathyTurner
Willie & Peggy Wehrman 
Bill & Eileen Wetzel
Robert Wille
Gerd Zeiler

Diamond Level ($100 per year)

Nautical Spirits Bar & Grill, Phillip Ainsworth, Cary Blank, Tom Barthowski, Melody Love, 
Steve Montgomery, Josh Norris and Joel C. Scalera, D.D.S., P.A.

New Members

Bob & Sherry Atkins
Dr. & Mrs. Barry R. Barnhart
Skip & Ruth Bateman
Gregory & Patricia Bean 
Rick & Merry Cleveland 
David DeSouza\D&D 
Marine at the Port, Inc.
Glenn & Sherry DeJong
Paul Deschenes
Don & Annette Doerr
David & Nancy Duncan
Clark & Becky Fischer
Edward French
Stephen Ferguson
Dan & Terri Friedlander
Joe  & Rita Fust
Gus & Bobbie Gostel
Charle & Myrl Gunter

Terry & Patricia Hammond
Gary & Kelly Haugh
Bruce & Carol Hess
Lonnie & Carla Hughe
Frank Jones
Scott & Sue Kee
John & Diane Kendrick
Mike & Bev Kennedy
Chyung M. Kim, MD
Peggy Mathews
Shawn McCoy
Dentis McDaniel
Gordon & Anita Millar
Dennis Morris
David & Alicia Musalo
Dave & Patricia Pasley
Cloud & Frances Pawtowski
John & Elizabeth Picardi

Ron & Donna Pritchard
Paul & Francesca Ragusa
Chuck Reed
Luis & Jennifer Rivera
James & Carol Rosasco
Sheldon Rutherford
Alan & Joanne Russo
Anthony Sidor
Christine Smith
Richard Sproc
Fred Stasio
Orson Tarver
Ted & Linda Trainor
Bob & Cookie Tubielewicz 
Thumper & Iva Volkmer
Steven Webster
Westland Marina/Titusville
Jess H. Yates, DMD

Gold Level ($50 per year):

0DQGDWRU\�(TXLSPHQW
)RU�<RXU�%RDW�

A CFFW Family
Membership!

If you own a boat or live by the water, 

you can’t afford not to join

Citizens For Florida’s Waterways!

� $25 Silver Family � $100 Diamond Family
� $50 Gold Family � $500 Platinum Family
� Donation ($_____)

__________  __________ 

Date   Check

___________________________

Credit Card #

___________________________

([S��'DWH

___________________________

1DPH

___________________________

Address

___________________________

City

__________  __________

State   Zip

___________________________

3KRQH

___________________________

(PDLO

___________________________

Company

Join by Check OR Credit Card!

Clip and mail to:
Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
PO Box 541712
Merritt Island, FL
32954-1712
LQIR#FIIZ�RUJ

Or join with your
FUHGLW�FDUG�RQ�RXU
VHFXUH�ZHE�VLWH�DW�FIIZ�RUJ

CFFW is a 501(c)4 organization. Donations and 

membership dues are not tax-deductable.

%XVLQHVV�5HFRJQLWLRQ�'LDPRQG�/HYHO



Citizens For Florida’s Waterways
3RVW�2I¿FH�%R[�������
Merritt Island, FL 32954-1712

When Does Your

Membership E
xpire?

If you’re not a member... please join.

<RXU�PHPEHUVKLS�GXHV�SURYLGH�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�
needed to save family boating from the

million-dollar enviro-businesses.

3OHDVH�MRLQ�RQOLQH�DW�FIIZ�RUJ
or by mailing the enclosed membership form.

Here’s a Hint

 » 7/29/2013 - CFFW Board Meeting: 10AM at 

Kiwanis Island, Karen Rood Building. Open to 

the public.

 » 9/9/2013 - CFFW Board Meeting: 10AM at 

Kiwanis Island, Karen Rood Building. Open to 

the public.

 » ������������&)):�0HPEHUVKLS�3LFQLF� 11AM-

�30�DW�.HOO\�3DUN��/DJRRQ�3DYLOLRQ���

(More Coming Events on Page 2) .

Please Mark Your Calendars!


